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Eſquire. 


S1R, 


Set His Sermon which [preached for your daughters fake » 
rd RAC 064 of my reſpetts 10 her , and ſappoſal of this office for 
| DRE her had the died with yow, I new ſend you entargeed 
ILL _”y rinted. Not for any follictrations ,, which is tbe 
<£ modeſt excuſe , gr TGry wanted nos theſe froms 
þ ſom Gentlewomen mm her — but becaufe } 
ET or ers 1 _— — 
handled by any; 7 ey be by ſome - I'nar _— 
pecially ,, becanſe God's providense ares i tbe foul iv the 
4 ruling ard athing all things ww it þ HEE 1ihfum: dorfiood 
by many. Some nos only co exfpec harions ay# 
croit , as Cato did, of its darknes and obſcurity, and ſaying with 
Brutus, that wertze ts but nomen inane , an empty name , when 
they ſee ſuch things befal the vertnous : but are even rettdy with Epi- 
Curus #0 deny it degrther » becauſe of its ſeeming irregularity. Others 
reading the many temporal promiſes in the Old Teſtament , mottly re- 
lating to the Jews, and ſome to particular perſons , as David, or ſuch 
Places of Scripture , as Plalm 91 , are apt 10 judge providence 19 be fo 


far from fulfilling the word, that it is comrary toit; and not 


able to reconcile them , are greatly flaggerd and perplexs. ave 
therfore caſt} im. mry- nite of endewvers rp reconcile God's ho with 
his works , in this one branch of ſudden death , for ſatisfattion there. 
in : and from that ordinary in the Text and example taken occaſion 
ſince , i\trast of moſt of of theſe RY Scripture , m4 = 


better illuflrating thereof, and this kind of providence both in gene. 
ral and particular , in infants as wel as aged , by reaſon of the litle 
one we have alſo loſt. The bleſſing of heaven accompany u4 for good 
to thoſe that peruſe it , that God may have the glory of his truth and 
fauthfulnes in his word , and of equity and righteouſnes in his works. 
For your ſclfe , Sir , I am ſenſible what a ful and home blow God 
hath reacht you , incutting down tree and fruit together : the loſs of 
ſuch a daughter with a grandſon ts great , but it ss the will of your 
heavenly Father , to which I hope you have learnt to ſubmit. Tou 
might perhaps have been better ſatisfyed, if she had died by you, 
rather than at this diſtance; but tho Rebekah like 5he left her native 
country, and Father's houſe, yet not God's, nor without his eſpecial 
providence , who ſets the ſolitary in families , and fixes the bounds of 
our habitations. And here she liv/d beloved, and died lamented , 
and tho she is buricd in the duſt , yet not in oblivion : all which to her 
is indeed fruitles , yet may ſomwhat alleviate your ſorrow , that she 
was amonelt thoſe that walewd her worth. That this shary 'af- 
flitkion may be ſanttified ſo that you may make the beit improvement | 
thereof, and that the bleed Spirit , which s ftiled the Comforter', 
may comfort you and all concernd therein , is the prayer of 


SIR, 


Your Servant in the Lord, 
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GODS PROVIDENCE 
in ſudden death vindicated and 


improved. 


- GENESIS xxxv. verſ.19. 


And Rachel dicd, and was buried in the way to Ephrath , 
which is Bethlehem. 


WAS) KY made upof providences, allin checquer-work: being 
2-1 FIG a mixture of mercies and miſeries, for the moſt part 
$ g v7 ſucceſſively, and ſome times joyntly , throughout his 
(2 S Bs pilgrimage And is more particularly deſcribed, than 
SEAany of the faints of God, in Scripture; he being the 

root of the future Church , which God more regards , then if the 
Kingdoms of the world ; that arc therfore paft over i filence, 
whulſt poore Fc0b with his ſtaf and travels, family and flocks , remaine 
upon record to all generations. That as Abraham and [aac , fo he 
clpecially might be a patterne to his poſterity : whole ſervitude, ſuffe- 
rings and increaſe in Egyr, reſembled his in Sy:4 ; their being _ 
ſucd at their coming thence, with all their ltle ones and great riches , 
his by Lab»; andrheir paſlage toy and abode in Canaan » and after going 
into captivity , his in many things, and going 1n's old age into Egypr, 
But not to them only , being now written tor the inſtruction ot us 
Gentiles allo, on whom the ends of the world are come: and is as 
all particular hiſtories , moſt profitable for all, th6 generall may be 
more pleaſing to many , Rom. ty: 4. i Cor. 10:ti., Let us therfore 
vicw a little the variety of God's dealings with this bleſſed Patriarch, 
that in this Chapter lead to the text. Wherby we may (ce, how 
God freed him from hit fears, that he and all his ſhould be Gom—y . 
A y 


A \ Acob's life, as moſt of God's eminent ſervants, was 
| 


(2 
calling him to Bethel, diſcouraging his enimics, and bringing him 
< bn | to pay hv vows , winch rhegood man had too UE as 
leed, v. 1--7., But tho this removal from his owne dwelling to 
God's houſe , made a cemforraltte change, yet he ſoon racers with 
an alteration , for Deborah 2 grave nd pigus matron, his mothers 
nurſe , and his deare friend dies there, and is buried with great lamen- 
tation, 2. 8. Which the God of all confolations, whoutually knits his 
comforts ro his people's croſſes , lets him not long procced im 3 but 
cloths him afresh with rhe garmcors of praiſe, by appearing to hin 
againe » Changing his name trom F:cob to /rael , and making great 
romiſcs to hun and his feed, tv. 9--15- But this glonous day of grace 


1 followed with a very dark night of providence, m the death of his® 


moſt beloved Rache/: which yet was not without the appearance of a 
bnghe ſtar im the firmament of the Church, by the birth of a 12% Pa- 
tnarch, his mothers Benom, but his fathers Benjamin. From all which 
we may gather , There's no exſpetting conſtant proſperity for Gods people 
on earth; mercies without miſeries are reſerued for heaven. 

Being now come to the paragraf of Kache/s death , which I have 
choſen as ſuirable ro our Siſter s departed , let none ſtop me with 
her father's fpecch ro Facob concerning her , /t uſt not be ſo done mm 
our conuntrey, Gen. 29: 26. For th6 1 will not fay , as ſom doe , that 
the want of funeral ſermons makes funcral forrows fo {mall amongſt 
us: yet this I muſt and will fay, that all are tooapt to run mto cx- 
treams, and either desſpiſe the chaſterung of the Lord , or faine when 
they are- rebuked of im, Hebr,12: 5. And therfore whatſoever 
may tend to remedy this , 1s not onely ſcaſonable , but very need- 
full. I know at the reformation of theſe Churches , when the ge- 
nerallity of Magiſtrates and Miniſters prevaild for this ſetlement 
( th6 Prince William and fome others were Lutherans) and this 
amongſt other things of funeral ſermons was ventilated ; they were 
not judged n at the interment : there being neither precept , 
nor precedent in pture for more, than decent bunall with la- 
mentations 3 nor any reaſon why they ſhould not be made , for the 
godly poore of exemplary lives and deaths; as well as the rich, whoſe 
purſes generally procure them. Yet upon occaſions it was judged ve- 
oy on the Lord's day or in weekly leftures , to admoniſh 

hving of their mortality , dire the torrowtull Relations in their 
duty', 


: 


1 
1 
, 


EY 


in 
whether we ES 
the cuſtome in England, or it be coverd with carth, 
we have but the ife and | 
ries for our betterment ; I hall 


vailed and had hard labor. The beſt of women may have the bitteref# pains 
im child-birth , and the ſaddeſt remembrance of God's ſentence 1; tn ſorrow 
then thalt bring forth child ren, Gen. 3: 16. Verſe 17. The nudwite moou- 
rages her in her pains and fears, with having another fon , 1.c. beſides 
foleph She had allready. But allin vaine, regards it not, as inthe 

ike calc Phincas wite » 1 Sam. 4: 20. [Earthly comforts bile ts doe- 
ing perſons} Veri,18. Rachel, who was not ſatisfied with alone , but 
deſired another fon, Gen. 30: 24. now when the haith him calls him 
Ben-ont , the ſon of my forrow. { i dangerexs not to reſt comented wath 
our preſent imjoyments. When we deſire creature comforts immoderatly, God 
may grant them 19 that they not only proove comfortles , but bitternes to we, 
Numb, 11: 4+ 33- and Pf. 58: 29, 30, 31. The time when ſhe thus named 
tam was, as her ſoule was in ing; whereby her death , as all others, 
1s ſet forth to us » which the following words, for che dred,, declare. Sow 
dre not with our bodies. They goe to God that gave them, ro be judged 
by him , Eccles. 12: 7. The union of our fouls and bodies being lie , 
and their parting againe, death, 1 Kings, 17: 21, 22. therfore diet 
Stephen prays Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit. A. 7: 59. But Jacob 
that name Id be a continual renovation of his forrow , calls hum Bew- 
Jamin the lon of the right hand , denoting his affetton to hum. P/. Bo: x7, 
It 15 wiſdom to [mit names to eccaſronal providences. 

Verſ. ig. In the Text we have, I. Rachel's dearth, IE. Bunal. 
ITL Place of both. 

I. Rachel died. Breutitul Rachel, Jacod'; dearly beloved Rachel! dies, 
whulſt blear-cyed Leab lives. The more we love any creature, perſon or 
thing , the more danger we are imioloſert. God often times croſhag our 
A 2 n- 


(4) 
mordinate affeftions for our good, in taking away our beloved com- 
forts, and ſparing thoſe that are deſpiſed. Kache/, that fo paſſionate! 
defired children , that she faid unto 7acob, give me children , or elſe 
I die, Gen. 30: 1.now dies by having them. Onur 1mmoderate defires ma» 
ny r1mes coſt ms very deare, 

IL And 44; buried. The moſt beloved alrve, when they ave dead, we 
deſire ro have buried ont of our ſight. 2s Abraham (aid of Sarah, Gen. 23:4 
A decent burial of the dead 15 the ling Relations any, Y ea fomrumes mes» 
morials of the deceaſed may be expedient , when tree from oftentation 
and ſuperſtition , as we tec in the following verſe, F:cob lets a pillar 
upon her grave , as a ſtanding monument of his affection and her 
deſert. 

ILL. In the way to Ephrath which ir Beth-lebem. Renowned for our Savior's 
birthz called Be:b-lebem Ephratah , Micah 5: 2. and of Judea, Math. 2: 
I, 5, 6. to diſtinguish it from that in- Galilee; and the city of Dawnd, 
Luke 2 : 4 John 5: 42. for his birth and education (as Zion was for his 
building and habitation, 2 Sam: 5: 7; 9.&c.) which is by interpretation , 
4 howſe of bread, and fo molt fitung tor Chrilt s birth , who was the Son of 
Dawid according tothe flesh, and the truc bread of life, as he inculca- 
tes at leaſt 7 times on one occaſion, /obn. 6 About 2 mile (as fome lay 
that have ſeen the place) Short of this Beth-lebem, Rache! dies in the 
way : diſtant from her own and husbands triends, m an unſetled conditi- 
on , without habitation. [1 e all may know where we were born , but mone 
know: where or m what conditzon they chall die) And 15 there buried. [ f we 
hve the life and die the death of the righteous , ut matters not much where we 
are buried : nor at what diſtance from the reſt of our friends) How delicate 
foever the body may be, the carcas 1s not curious, in what bed of duſt 
it ſleeps; and the fouls of Gods people , find as neare a way to heaven, 
from any oneplace upon carth as other. Many ſuperſtitious people now 
adays , would think themſclves happy , to die foneare Beth-lcbems, that 
they might be buried there. Bur Jacob well knew , that burial places 
are not of religious conſideration : bur any fit place pointed out - 
p—_ might ſerve well enough forthe bell of his farmly, Th 


» and his fon /oſeph likewiſe that died in Egypr , would have their 
__— bones buned in Canaan ; yet that was to teſtify their dicing 
in the faith of God's promis of that land .o their poſterity, and ro aſſu+ 

v4 ono conlide- 
ration 


re them of theirreturn thuther; and thertore 15 otherw 
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(9) 

ration tous. It is but of later times chat any were bunied in Churches or 
cities but allways abroad; as all icripture, and other Hiſtories, and 
laws allſo witnes. W hen the opinion of Purgatory and holines of places 
prevailed, at firſt men would be buried nighthe Churches, that they 
might be remembred in the praycrsand oblations of thoſe that mer there, 
and afterwards in them , becauic they thought them more facred ; which 
tho oppoled by * many laws, civil and Eccleſiaſtical , and writers an- 
cent and modern ; by lome , as an innovation, others as ſuperititious , 
and many as dangerousto the health of the living, eſpecially im times 
and places of infection; yet all in vaine , the tyrant cuſtom hath ſopre- 
vailed , that its grown too itrong for all contradiction. 

Bur 1 have deteyned you too long from that I chicfly deſigne: which 
1s not ſo much to ſpeake of death and mortality , as fuch a ſurpriſing 
death as this Scripture {peaks of, clearly to the occaſion , and to vindica- 
te God's providence therein , and shew what improvement we should 
make thereof, 

D. God taker from us onr deareſt Relations and crea tmre comforts, ſome+ 
times ſuddenty when wwe leaſt ex/pett ut and w int them moſt. 

That God the Author of lite and death, and all other mercics and 
miſerics, doth deprive his belt ſervants, as well as others indifterently, 
of their greateſt earthly comforts, 1s molt apparent by this and other Scnp- 
tures, Eccleſ.$:14. 9: 2. And that he doth this ſometimes with moſt 
imbittering circumſtances; not only ſudJlenly but unexpectedly allfo 
(which makes the providence more grievous cfpecrally at preſent, as 
the ſudden death of younger friends not exipected 1s haruher borne, 
than that of aged , having been exſpected long) and at fuch umes, as 
theſe comforts are moſt wanted (whereby their loſs becoms a conti- 
nucd affliction, and matter of conſtant gricf atterwards) 1s allſo moſt 
evident by this tultory , and many others I need not mention , feet 
the experience of all ages atteſt it. For what Saint alvethen or now F 
deare to God as /acob? what Relation fo neare as a wife? and what 
wife {o beloved of a husband as Rachel ? for whom he ſerved a7 yearsap- 
prenteship and how hard ſoever it was, they ſeed to him bur a few 
days for the love he had to her, Gen, 2g: 20. Yet notwithſtanding 
God takc> away from him this defire of hus cycs , with a ſudden and unex- 
ſpcited ltroke: as he did after from the prophet Ezetyel,c. 24. v. 16, For 

A.3 She 
* Y, Durantns de ritth. Eccleſia, l. 1. £33. Gerbardnus de morte. $.78 -- 88. 


(6) 

she had not gon her ful time with child : as may be gatherd fromtheir 
removal from Bethe! and travcling towards their father /aac's houſe m 
Hebron ; which mn common ce they would not have done , if 
they had her in labor , before they could have rea- 
i thakes RY of no pn = oy being in the 
way nigh Ephrarth, before they could reach it , ſfurpriſd with her , 
and muſt ſtay there, whether in houſe orrent 1s not mentioned ; t 
which , for a woman of her quality and citate , nothing could belefs 
expected. Morcover this being her ſecond child , it might be hoped 
in reaſon had she gon her full time , ſhe might with as much or more 
fafery bring forth this than her former fon ; in regard the firſt birth 
is uſually the moſt dangerous, and the fruit of the womb , like that 
of the trees, 1s cafily gatherd when com to maturity. Yet God that 
hath all perſons, times and places in his power, brings her preſently here 
not only to pas through the valley of the shaddow of dearh , as all 
women doe in travail , but allſo through the gatcs of death it ſelfe, 
dashing all their hopes of her ſafety: and good Zacob , tho very for- 
rowful no doubt , 18filent at it, not once complaning the leaſt that we 
read of, becauſe he knew, it was his heavenly father's plealure. Th6 
it was allſo at ſuch a time , as made his wound the deeper , this be- 
falling him when he had moſt need of her ; for his preſent folace in 
his aflictions, from his childrens miſcarnage and other crofles ; and 
future comfort in his old age » his elder children being ready to mar- 
ry and leave im; and for the _ in theeducation of Jo/eph , 
and eſpecially Benjamm now borne to them. For as no carthly comforts 
are {o great as thoſe of man and wife, or more alleviate their troubles 
from others; ſononuric for a husband hike is wife, nor for children 
like their own mother. 

I have been the larger in theſe circumſtances , becauſe they ſet out 
hiſtory to the life, and correſpond moſt of them to the occaſion (our 
deccaled Siſter having come in travail before her time, Hed of her ſecond 
fon &c. ) and ro my defigne, of ſpeaking to ſuch a death as 15 1n the rext, 
ſuitable tothe example before us. 

Reaſons of theſe kind of providences are many ; which I $shall now 
proceed to handle: raking it for granted all along amongſt Chriſtans , 
that it sGod that doth all theſe things by his over- ruling providence, as 
Scripture every where declares. Bur $hall pas over molt of the Effics- 
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£#. 
ene cxafes. , that are well known; the Prinexat;, as God's bring our 
ſoverayn Lord , and therfore may fo dexle with any of us tinners; 
nad hs 14ll and pleaſure , which is fo to dealewith form , as we fee; 
as alſo becauſe he is infinitly w/e, knowing what things moſt condu- 
ce to his glory and our good , and how by Is Pwr to uſe them , 
as well as work them , for theſe ends ; and Þ  orrighteow in all hrs 
Ways ; and Holy wm all bu wits; and Good allto , yea very Aercrfmll; 
his tender mercies are over all br works, Pl 145: 9. and 17. Every of which, 
and much more all of them ſerve ro filence us, and teach us fubmiſk- 
on : tho we know not how to reconcile theſe concurring cauſes , in 
many particular occurrences. And the Ifrumenta! cauſes, as Angels, 
men , and other creatures, mployed by God herein, attiwely comman- 
ding them » or permvlvely luffernng them ro execute his pleaſure, all- 
ways powerfully lmiting, ordering , and over-ruling them , fo thar 
he 1s to be cyed and owned inall that befalls us, +6. x. And $hall only 

of the /mpnl/frve caules., wherem the maine difficulty lies , and 
afterwards of the Fina/ 

I. The meritorions Came of theſe and all other punishments 15 fin, for 
which the /u//5ce of God inflicts thera. Sin being the transgresfion of 
Gods law , and death the punishment threatned on all mankind for 
the ſame ; every dearh muſt needs be a pumshment ; ſecing it is the 
execution of the threatning , and the deftrution of the finner. And 
much more that whach 1s tudden , this circumſtance being an aggrava- 
tion thereof, as appears by its being as ſuch denounced Dentr. 7:4. 1. Sam 2* 
$1. 41. 29* 5. and 30; 13. Prov. 6: 15, and 29: 1. executed /ob. 22: 16 and 
36: 14. Þ. 37: 2. Eccleſ. 7: 17. 17 beſ. 5: 3. bewalled er. 4: 20 and 26, 
umprecated Pſ.5 5:16 and deprecated as fuch P/, 102: 25, The Pelagians 
indeed of old (as the Socmmans of late) denyed mans mortality to be the 
effect of his (m, aftirming i to ariſe from his natural conititurion at 
the firlt : but were generally oppoſed therein, and refuted by the Ore 
thodox , as Councels, Fathers, and Hiſtories both general and of them 
particularly written by many * do declare. It having heen the conſtant 
opinion both of the ancient Jews and Chnitians , that every kind of 
death was the punishment of im, asthe Icarned Grotims de [atrif iftioney 


aſſures us. I confels many of our Divines wriring aguinſt the Popish 
opinion of humane Caiafachion to divine juſtice,  & lufferngs in w 
x 


* Alvaret, Latins, Voiſins, Jan ſenins, Norris. 
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($) 
life and purgatory afterwards , granting death to be a punishment, 
ſje © nmatxra ſua, et deny it to be properly ſo, to 

5 Gra the 


per wg pr 
thoſe whoſe fins are pardond through Chriſt : diltingu 


af.ctons of this hfe and death allſo, ito chaxiſſements of the righ» 
tcous and punishments of the wicked. Bur Scripture 1s not ſo nices 
calling thoſe that befall the righteous punishments ſomrimes. Ezra 9: 134 
fer. 10: 11. and 46:28. Lament 3: 39. Amor J 2. and fomtimes thoſe 
that befail the wicked chaſhſements. Lewt. 26: 28. Demntr.t 1: 2, 3.P/.94! 
10, /er. 30: 14. Nordoc Il well underſtand, how that which 1s 1 it ſelfe 
and owne nature a punishment , should ever be otherwiſe : tho it 
com from dificrent cauſes, I know, and is uſed fordifferent endsand 
effects: or how t!16 affliftions may be chaſtiſements to the righteous 
whilſt they hve , their death can be fo to them ; and much les how 
that of Infants , which make fo great a part of mankind , and if of 
beheving parents are charitably judged by moſt, and I would be glad 
to ſee well proved) are righteous and faved; for the Apoſtle makes it 
the effect of Adams transgrefſion , and therfore properly a punish- 
ment, Rom. 5:12,13,14. 1 Cor. 15: 21, 22+ Andtherfore that diſtin&ti- 
on allio uſed by Daly and others, that death to the righteous 1s only 
materially or umproperly a punisghment not formally ; as the cutting 
or burning a patient by a Phiſitian differs from the like 1nflifted our 
of Juſtice by a Judge on an offender ; ſeems not conſonant to the 
Apoltle's doctrine, iceing death is inflicted by the law-giver for the 
breach of his law , whereas a Patient (uffers not as a malcfactor. 

Ir is true, that neither death nor any other punshments of the 
Righteous, arc meerly vindictive in reference to farisfaction for fin , 
as the Papiſts mantaine : Chriſt having fully farished for their ſins, 
and procured the pardon of them , which upon their believing is 
granted them by the covenant of grace ; but not to as to free them 
from the temporal evils of this lite ; or death and their bodies lieing 
in the duſt, theie being excepted after the prons of the Meſſias, 
Gen. 3. For God having given man a law, and threatned his transgres- 
{ing it with death (which imphes the teanporal of the body , the pi» 
ritual of the foul » and the eternal of both) our firit parents , com- 
prehending all man-kind, having trangreſt ut ; God coms 'and holds 
Aſſes, tummons them to appeare betore hum , charges them with 
ther fin, convinces them ot their guiltines , and then allaying the 

* Dallans de pans. {Cve- 
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ſeverity of his Juſtice with ul and free Grace , firſt promiſcth a 
Meſſias, and Salvation and deliverance through him from theur Sins, 

his fatisfaftion ro Juſtice for them, ſo as he had determined, and at- 
ter agreed with Chriſt the ſeed of the Woman, in the Covenant of 
Redemprion :ſothat though they , andall in them had Sinned and come 
Short of the Glory of God, Spintually dead in Treflj and 
Sins, and therby liable to crernal , yet they and all their nigh- 
tcous Seed Should be Saved by the Meſſias, from theſe two kinds of 
Death, which are the great deſtructive penalties of Sinners. Andthen 
proceeds to Sentence them , what they should all ſuffer norwith- 
ſtanding: Firſt the Woman who was firſt in fault, declaring her pe- 
Ce as to her Sex , beſides thoſe common to with 
Man; in her forrowful Conception , bringing forth, and ſubjeftion 
to her Husband ; and then the Man, and all mankind in him, both 
Men and Women, are ſentenced to Miſery , in this Life mornlity, 
and their Bodics lying in the duſt from whence they were taken : 
The Promiſe, and its preceding the Sentence implying, thatall thoſe 
t at imbraced God's devcy through the Mefſias $ have no other 
Punishment then theſe temporal; and all thoſe that rezeted it, and fo 
remaining on their firſt terms with their Creator , commonly calld 
The Covenant of Works , Should ſuffer the Death threatned therein 
for theur Transgreſſons. The Execation of this Sentence hath con- 
tinued ever ſince, and will continue till the Reſurrettion; thatall may 
feel the bitter fruits of their Apoltacy , in theſe tem Punishments ; 
forthe bettering of God's People , not tor their fatisfying Juſtice for 
their Sins (as T Papiſts aftirm)) ſceing they neither can, (no meer 
Man , much lefs Sinful, being able to ſatisfy divine Juſtice for the 
leaſt 'offence ) nor have need , Chriſt havi this ſufficiently tor 
them; and for the leaving the incorn ible Wicked, that will not be 
bertered by them, the more inexcuſable , in their ſuffering Etcrnal 
Punishment. So that thoſe metaphorical exprefſions of Pardon of 
Sins, by God's nor ſeeing or remembring them , blotting thew ont , covering 
them , caſting them behind hi: back , po mto the bottom of the Sea, &c. deno- 
ting the plenarineſs thereof; and thoſe fayings ofour Divines, remeſſa 
culpa , remitizty pans, andthat Juſtification rakes away all Purushment, 
&c. mult be underſtood according tothe Covenant of Grace, and agrea- 
bly with the execution of God's ſentence upon Sinners. Forthso remiſſi- 
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on of Sin, be nothing elſc then the remifſionof its puisghment; yet its 
that punishment only which 1s oppoſite to pardon , ſuch as belongs to 
the 1mpemrtent, and1is Eternal ; whereas all thoſe whom God juſti- 
hes, he alſoglonihes. Infomuch that tho the righteous have through 
Chriſt the remiſſion of their Sins and eternal Punishment granted 
them in the Covenant of Grace, togethcr with a ſanftified uſe of 
their temporal, that they $hall all A together for their good ; and 
the ſting of Death taken out of theirs (Sin that brought it in being 
now thereby turn'd out again) and victory over the Grave, im the 
Redemptiom of their bodies from their Captivity under it , at the 
Reſurrection : yet Death is ſtill, in all the degrees of it antecedent m 
the nuſenies of this Lite, and kinds of it, firit and ſecond , or tem- 
poral and cternal the wages of Sm, according to the original threatning, 
And temporal Death a punishment in all , according to the origmal 
Sentence : tho to the Righteous Erernal Life is the gift of God through 
feſus Chriſt their Lord : who hath aboli*d Death, or Sin, which 15Spi- 
ritul Death , and Eternal the conſcquent thereof , thonot their Tem- 
poral, and m_ Life and Immortality to light by the Goſpel , fromthe 
firſt promiſe of himſclf , ſtill more clearly , and by himſelf at laſt moſt 
fully, ro whom be Glory. Rom. 6: 23. 2 Tim. 1 : 10. 

2. 'The cauſes or reaſons of the Adjentt; of Death, inthe kinds, 
manner , and other circumſtances thereof , as why ſome dic a violent, 
others a natural Death , theſe ſuddenly, thoſe leiſurely , one ſooner , 
another later, orat ſuch times or places rather than others , are in the 
ordinary courſe of Providence , of which weſpeak, ſecret to us, tho 
well knownto the all-wife God. There being ſuch a ſtupendious va- 
nety herein, that as in living faces , ſoindying perſons, ther's no per- 
fe agreement in all circumitances: each of which are particularly and 
only known to him , who numbers the hairs of our heads, and foor- 
ders and governs every _—_ perſon and thing, as if it were all hc had to 
do, and foall things, asif he were not imployed inany particulars. The 
Apoſtle gives us the cleareſt account hereof, thatI know, in few words, 
faying, God worketh all things after the Conncelof his own Will, Epheſ. 
1: 11. Where wehavecounſel direfting, will determining, and pow- 
er 003. Py, Ty Tm gy ighr 6 Crantien, 
and continual preſervation of all his Creatures, to govern them as he 
pleaſes; fo his underſtanding being infinite , his will juſt, and his pow- 
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er alm! » his government in all he doth, muſt needs be moſt ex- 
ef pet Fr But who hath known the mind of the Lord , or been 
his counceller , and acquainted with his ſecrets ? which reaſon we 
Should with the Apoſtle humbly adore them, and not —_— | 
after them , I_y prying into thoſe things whic drvax 
not to us. the depth of the riches both of the wiſdow aed knowledge 
of God! how unſearchable are his ſudgments , and his way: paſt fipding ont , 
Rom. 11. 33,34. But tho we mult not be cunous toknow what we 
oughtnot, we muſt not be carcleſs to know what we ought: Script- 
ure frequently requiring us to obſerve God's — INCOU 

us thereto, and condemning the negle&t thereof. us theenkes 
procced more particularly, and for t ing theſe riddles of 
Gods Providence, plow with his Heifer the Sacred Scriptures; wher- 
in we have a multitude of examples for our inſtruction, and rules alto 
for our direftion , that we may wiſely conſider his doings, as we 
are commanded. 

Theſe kinds and manner of Death are conſiderable in reference to 
God, the perſons that Die, and the Living that ſurvive. As come 
from God, ſo theyare in themſclves Purushments for the breach of his 
law ; but very different in their cauſes and cflefts, according to the 
diverſity of the ſubjeRs they are inflicted upon, or that arc therein 
concern'd ; which we muſt — . Feſt we dangerouſly mi- 
ſtake. For which end we mult 

I. That as all God's glorious Attributes whereby he is pleaſed to 
diſplay himſelte are equally in him , fo thoſe that relate to his 
vernment are alwayes jointly, though unequally exerciſed in his 
works in this world, even thoſe that to us moſt oppoſite, as 
his m—_ and Juſtice , which are ſingly exerciſed in the world to 
come. Even the Devils have ſome and Patiance mixt with 
Juſhce at preſent: being reſerved in chains as malefattors unto Judge- 
ment for greater Punishments; who yet feel fo great, that they be. 
lieve aud tremble for fear of their furure ys SN 6. James 2: a9. And 
in the greateſt ſeverity towards Men, (rod in wrath remembers ſome 
Mercy, even to the worſt that he ſuddenly deſtroys (beſides the rem- 
nant that he ſaves) in warning them before, delaying nll their iniquities 
be full, and mitigating their Purushmentin taking chem away; none 
ſuffering to the utmoit here , ——_— ſo much hercafter asthey 
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Should had they lived lotger, to treaſure up more Sins againſt the day 
of Wrath, as the old World , Sedomwand Gomorrah , the Amorites, Ama- 
lakites, and many others. But though Juſtice be very apparently the 
chicf reaſon of ſome Punishments, eſpecially thoſe extraordinary , com- 
monly called Judgement; , and ſuch as are gencral : yet for the 
molt part , eſpecially in particular and ordinary caſcs , God hath 
many other reaſons, and greater than that we imagine. ſome of 
which (though unkown at preſent) are yet well known afterwards. 
If not here, to be ſure hercatter; when we $hall fcc a diſtin&t exer- 
ciſc of thoſe Attributes that here are mixt ; fo that there will be no 
Atheiſts or Unbclievers of Gods Juſtice in Hell ; nor no miſtakes of 
Gods Judgment and Mercies in Heaven. In the mcan time from 
this manifold Wiſdom of God, and the mixture of cauſes joyntly act- 
ing in this Life, we may ſee the fundamental ground of our miſtak- 
ing Gods dealings with us here ; and learn to take heed, that we fe- 
paratc not thoſe reaſons which appears not to us, from thoſe which 
ſcem moſt apparent, and fo divide, where we $should only diſtinguish ; 
which often ariſes from our narrow conceptions of the great and ho- 
ly God and his ways, judging of him too often by our ſelves , tho 
he hathtold us that hu thoughts and ways are not onrs, but as the Hea- 
wens are higher than the Earth, ſo are his thoughts and ways higher than 
onrs , 1n Rodening the Pemitent which 1s the choiceſt of Mercies , 
however they be otherwiſe dealt with in this World. Ja. gs. 7,8, 9. 
So that though we muſt take notice of Gods Juſtice in all Prnich 
ments, acknowledging our Sins to have deſerved greater; yet noton- 
ly, and as ſeparate from his goodneſs and Mercy ( which may be 
greater therein, for any thing we know , though not ſo manifeſt at 
preſent) leſt we miſtake the Rightcouſs God, in theſe his judicial 
diſpenſations, Lam. 3: 18--26. 

hae next place, let's conſider the dicing Perſons themſclves ; and 
they are either Righteouſs or Wicked, there being no middle ſtate ; 
and conſequently their Death 1s an entrance into their future Happi- 
neſs, or Miſery. Now in regard we cannot judge of the Spiritual 
and Eternal condition of thoſc that dic ſuddenly , - by their lives; 
for us to conclude cither way of them (as is too cuſtomary) from the 
manner of Death, ſceing all theſe externals fall alike toall , is greatun- 
charitableneſs on the one ,or grols preſumptionon the other. | 
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be ſure if they belong to , It is more in Mercy to them than in 
Juſtice , as in freeing them from the fear of Death , that King of Ter- 
rors , as /ob calls it ; or future backſlidings , and loſs of God's Fa- 
your, Which is worſe to God's People than Death it ſelf, his loving 
kindneſs to them being better than Life ; or taking them away from 
the evil tocome, and many other ways unknown to us. And1s more 
eligible to thoſe prepared, then a lingring, in regard of its end, and 
for a greater good , as the ſudden cutting off an Arm or a Leg to 
lave the Lite; fo that the Apoſtle groand , earneſtly deſiring it , not for 
that he wonld be tnclotbed or deſired only to die , but for its conſe- 
quents, t0 be clothed upon , that Mortality might be ſwallowed up of Life, 
2 Cor. 5. v. 4, Though to the wicked or unprepared, this circum- 
ſtance 1s a fad aggravation , as I ſuggeſted before ; and the beſt of 
God's Servants in the want of Aſſurance cry with David toGod, O 
ſpare me ,, that I may recover ſtrength , before I go hence: yer to them there 
1s more fear than danger ; their great and bleſled Phyſitian ſomixing 
he poyſon of Death with ſtronger ingredients , that ſometimes arc 
_ to comfort them, andalways means tocurethem perfely gf all 
their and Sins Miſcrics; fo that Death in general , of what kind foever 
is reckoned amongſt the privilidgesof Believers , in ſubordination to 
their future Glory , 1. Cor 3. 22. 

As to the ſurviving , the Death of Relations and Friends in what 
manner ſoever , 13 to be accounted an Afflilction i the general; but 
very different many ways, according to the qualificationsof the Dead 
and Living, their nearneſs in Relation, dearneſs in Aﬀecttion , kind- 
neſs, and other circumſtancesaggravating or extenuating the loſs ; and ac- 
cording totheir future uſe , both as to Temporal and Spintual good , 
and their being Sanctified accordingly , or otherwiſe not umproved. 
But herein we —_—— by Sence , but by the light of God'sWord , 
weighing them inthe bal ance of the uary; for Sence is alto- 
gether for preſent enjoyments , and ſuggeſts nothing bur bitterneſs 
and ſorrow in their loſs; crying out continually , can there be Mer- 
cy in ſuch an Affliction as this ? can I gather grapes off theſe thorns, 
or figs off theſe thiſtles ? Theſe are like Samſon 5 riddles toSence, un- 
anſwerable, but by Scripture , rectified Reaſonand Experience are un- 
folded, fo that the Hſe, that will obſerve, hall underſtand the loving 
kindneſt of the Lord. Pſ. 107. 43. According as the deceaſed were, 


or 


= = — - ——s f _— 


I4 ) | 

or in moral probability might have been, *f publick Perſons , Bleſ- 
ſings or Judgements to the Church or State , or if private , helps or 
hindrances, or comforts or croſles , in regard of — Earthly 
things, more or leſs to us, ſo we shculd account their Death at pre- 
ſent, and afterwards according, to the Spiritual benefits we reap, or 
might have reaped thereby. As good — and Miniſters that 
were, and might have been more uſcful Inſtruments of publick good, 
being cut off ſuddenly , as /o/i« and Stephen were greatly lamented ; 
and Abſolom and the) Prophets of Baa! that were quite contrary , their 
being {lain was accounted accordingly. Andnot judge by our affect- 
zon to them , which is many times inordinate , or theirs to us , which 
we often priſc and rely on too much; for though the crols thereb 
becomes the heaviertous, yet more neceſlary for us; ſothatthe Wiſe 
and Holy God defigung our good , bleeds us in the right vein, to 
cure us and bring us nearer to Fimſcif As he did /acob here in Ra- 
chel, and afterwards in' 7oſeph; and Dawd even after he had pronoun- 
ced by Nathan his Sin Pardoned , Puniszhing hum for the ſame, not 
only tor his Spiritual but Temporal benefit alſo ; by taking away his 
Child by Bathshebs , which would have been a perpetual medio 
to himand Religion; and his beloved Abſolom , whom he to laments, 
therby reſtoring him to his Kingdom , and that to him, and both 
to Peace. 

Burt it 1s high time that we draw down theſe conſiderations to our 
preſent purpoſe. And firſt in the Death of Infants, there's the ma- 
nifeſtation of the truth of God's Threatnings , and his Juſtice in ex- 
ecuting his Sentence -againſt Mankind for their firſt Trangrefſion ; 
but whetherit's more 1n Mercy or Judgementtothem , we know not , 
and therefore not the reaſon why theſe more than others dic fo ſoon , 
and oftentimes ſuddenly, butmuſt acquicſs in the Pleaſure of the All. 
wiſe God. If they be ſuch as belong ro the Kingdom of Heaven , 
it's many ways Mercy, in freeing them from the Sins and Miſeries of 
this Life , and making them ſooner Happy with Himſelf : Ifnot , there's 

et ſome Mercy mixt with Juſtice, hes Punishment being lefsin the 
other World. And we have leſs reaſon todoubtof Mercy for Infants , 
who dic before they have done any good or evil Perſonally, than for 
thoſe that have done much eval ; ſeeing God promiſed Chriſt to man- 
kind before he paſt the Sentenceof Mortality ; but cipecially for thoſe 
born 
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born of Believers that are within the Covenant, and ſtiled Holy in 


. For they are not = capablc of Happyneſs, as well as A- 
ed Perſons (their Souls beingalike , andno ſuch incapacity as here will 
- in their Bodies hereaftcr) but alſoof Adoption , and Juſtification 
through Chriſt, and conformity to Him , which are the abſolutely 
requifite means thereof; tho not of actual Believing, I think, not- 
withſtanding the L=theran, and ſome others aſlertit ; unneceſlarily in 
my Opimon, becauſe it's only of abſolute — thoſe of years , 
that are partakers of the outward diſpenſation of the Covenant , but 
not in it ſelf; in regard that Believing, and the Goſpel believed , and 
outward Ordinances, are not ſubſtantial parts of our Righteouſneſs, 
but only accidental mcans thereot , according to the capacity of the 
Subje &t. Beſides this we may obſerve, Gol uſeth not to ſend an 
extraordinary Judgements , only for Origiral Sin, and confutes Jonah 
withthis Argument of his Clemency towards Nimeveh , that there were 
more than ſixſcore thouſand Perſons therein that could not diſcern between 
their right hand and their left; the Parents, for whoſe Punishment the 
Children are often taken away , and in | ——_ with them , 
having now Repented. Though we have examplesof their laughter , 
not only for their Fathers Sin, but tor peculiar reaſons and =__ As 
the g_-—_ drowning the /ſralites male Children ; God there let- 
ung orth their Wrath, toPraiſe him, andtry his People, whom he 
promisd to multiply; making thus there laſt and greateſt Tryal, 
as 15 uſual) before Deliverance , and an occaſion of manifeſting his 
(attic and Power in Punishing the Offenders in the fame kind ; both 
in deſtroying their firſt Born (whereby alſo he fulfilled his threatning , 
and forced them tolet /7ael his firſt _—_—_ laden with their ſpoyls, 
through hopes they would return) alſo by — Pharaoh 
andjhis hoſt, thereby alſo fulfilling his Promiſe to his People. Like 
as afterwards the Babylenians, who in many things reſembled the 
_—_— , in their carriage towards the Church, their cruelty 
juitly retalliated on their own little ones, P. 137. $,9. 

But however Infants be cut off , whether by the hand of violence 
(as the Bethlemitich by Herod , Math. 2. prefigured as the Prophet /ere- 
wmiah declar'd) or by Natural Death, irs a Pumshment to their Parents 
and Relations , the manner any —_ it. And not only a 
Punushment, but the greateſt for kind , of all Temporals that befal the 
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living, (Children being their greateſt carthly Bleſſings) and greater or 
leſs in , Aacco to circumſtances ; as the mourning for an 
only Son , and bitterneſt for the firſt born, juſtly exceeds that whereother 
Sons, and that for other Chrildren, by which the ſorrow forSin is fer 
forth, Zach. 12. 10. Buttho this proceeds from Juſtice tor Sins paſt , 

et more from love, when SanCtificd tothe Parents, both tor their greater 

ture good, which in part they $hall know hereafter, and hap- 
pily for the preventing greater evilsthen they can ever know. Becauſe 
they neither know how their Children might prove , or how their 
own hearts might be tempted , or PIR them. For tho we 
always hope the beſt , yer frequently we find the contrary; and no 
bitterer croſſes, then from thoſe we exipected greatCit coins Chil- 
dren when young , treading on our $kirts, but often whenelder, picr- 
ingour Hearts. This Punishmentis generally inflicted on Mankind ; 
both Children and Parents, beſides their Original Sin commonto all, 
for the breach of the ſecond Commandement 1n their open or heart 
Idolatry, as is there denounced (to deter Men that are ſo much 
concern'd for their Children) as their deſert de jwre, tho God re- 
ſerves always liberty to himſelf de fatto to diſpence his Punish- 
ments or favours as he pleaſes. 

Secondly in the ſudden Deathof thoſe of riper years ; where God 
doth declare in hisW ord the cauſes thereof; or maniteſt them by the par- 
ticular ends and cfietts , eſpecially joyr'd with clear circumſtances ; 
there we may judge of the chief reaſon or cauſe, though there be 
ſeycral others concurring; that we may make better uſe of exam- 

les, asScripture teaches us, 1 Cor 10. 5---10. Otherwiſe we muſt take 
d of ling into God*s Secrets, which belong not to us , and on- 
! cye the general ends, to make uſe of his Providences accordingly, 

s where great and crying Sins goe before , andthe end 1s rnno = 
tion of Juſtice , there we may ſee that's the chick cauſe, cſpecilly in 
extraordinary Pumishments, whereof we have many examples in 
Scripture. And where alſo ſuch Sinners are threatned, there alfo 
truth appears in their being Punished , as the Egyprians firſt born; 
Ahazzah, foram, Abab, 7ezebel, &c. So when the Sin 1s clcarly 
viſible in the Death a Haman's Agag's, and innumerable others that 
Shed Man's Blood , and accordingly have their own unexſpectedly 
shed. Or when deſtruction follows at the heels of great Sins , as the 
three 
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three thouſand Hraehter flayn for the molten calf. Exod. 32. and while 
the flech was berween their teeth, the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
agamſt them, Numb. 11. and Herod immediatly fimitten and eaten 
of worms, Afts.12. And yet when the vindication of Gods laws 
and ordinances is manifeſted ro be the end, its hard tro fay , whether 
his love to the truth and ordinances of his inſtitution be not the chief 
reaſon , th$ juſtice be more diſcernable; for we muſt not judge all thoſe 
that are ſimitten and deſtroyed , even by God's immediate hand, to 
perish eternally, And therfore it is obſervable, that as God never ap- 
peard fo terribly , as at the giving the law from mount Smas ; fo ks 
wrath was never ſo hot, nor ſuch ſeverity uſed , as againſt the firſt 
transpreſſors, to aſſert the honor of his laws , and wks them more 
regarded afterwards. As in the firſt idolatry after their promulgati- 
on, Exod. 3%: 10. Ar the firſt burnt-offerings, when Nadab and Abthu 
offered ſtrange fire, (that is common and nor from the altar) chere went 
ont fire from the Lord and devoured them , the punisghment ſuting to 
thar fin, Levit. 10. As afterwards Numb. 16. when Corah and _—_— 
deſcended from Lew endeavoured to make the prieſthood common 
to all the Lewites, v.10. and Dathan and Abiram Rewbenttes and others 
the politick power of Aoſes and the ſeventy elders , newly eſtablishe 
by God (Ch. x1.) common with the reſt : the earth opened ber month 
and ſwallowed them up » v. $2. and fire from the Lord conſumed the rwo 
hundred and fifty that offered mcenſe v, 35. whole cenſers God commanded 
to beuſed for a /ign and memorra/ thereof. v. 38, and 40. and for the peo- 
ples murmuring at this diſpenſation , fowrteen thouſand and ſeven bun- 
dred of them dyed of the plague, v.49. So when God appoynted the pu- 
nishment for preſumtuoustins , the firſt offender, the man that ga- 
thered ſticks on the ſabbath day , is by God's appoyntment toned t 

death , Numb. 15. Thus God vindicated the honour of hisark, with 
ſruting the Philiſtines; and after it's returne above fifty thouſand of the 
men of Beth-chemech , $hewing thereby that the ark was the fame, 

th6 it had been among the uncircumciſed, and the effects of feare 

were anfwerable; 1 Sam.c.5.,andc, 6. and after that, Uzzahb tor his rash 


J taking hold of it, rh6 as ſcerns to us fora good end, for the oxen tb1ok, 


it » fo that Dawid was affraid, and we may ſuppoſe the people much 
more, 2 Sam. 6. And thus allio God vindicated the honor of Chriſti. 
anitys at the firſt planting of the Goſpel , in ſmuring Ananias and 
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Sapphira: fo that great feare came upon all the Church and upon 41 many 
as heard theſe things, Att. 5. | 
But where no notonous crimes preceed , and other particular ends 


than juſtice appear ; there ſudden death is the Occaſion , and God's 


love to his truth , and mesfingers that declare it, or feryants that pro- 
feſs or ſuffer for it, the chict cauſe and reaſon thereof, As the widow 
of Sarepta's fon, railed to lite by Elyah, by which he is acknowledged 
4 man of Ged, and the word of the Lord im hut mouth, truth, 1XKmgs 17. 
the Shunammie's fon by Elba whole miracles reſembled his maſter 
Ehjab's, 2 Kings 4- So Lazarns $, as Chriſt declares to the meſlin- * 
ger his ſiſters ſent to hum , This ficknes 1s not wnto death (the in its na- 
ture and next end it was , yet not wrevocably as they feared) but 
for the glory of Ged,, that the jon of God _ be gloriſed hereby ; inti- 
mating that this of Za4arms, Should be uled as a means of glonfyiag 
God, and his ſon m miraculous rafing him again to life, an therby 
confirming his office of Aes/iib, and Dottrine of the Golpel, as we 
read it did moſt eminently, F bn. 11. Andthe noble army of Martyrs, 
whom God brings forth, as his Champions for the ruth : Shewing 
the power of his grace and their {incerity , that they doe not ſerve 
God for wordly things, as the devil flanderd ob, but love him, their 
Savior, and his truth above their own lives; and making theirdeath, 
which their enimics count ignomimious , honourable to him, religj- 
en, and themiclves ; and uling it to quite contrary ends than their 
perlecutors delign , namely the increalc and confirmation of tus Church 
and people. . 

I have been the e_- upon theſe extraordinary examples, both 
ro cleare the truth in the general, and the feveral kinds of ſudden 
dcath, and allſo in the ordinary caics, that now tollow to be more pare 
ticularly ſpoken of. For by a parity of reaſon, it will follow ; that 
as God makes Cifferent uſe of hke providences , ſuting them to diffe- 
rent ends, and making them occalions and means of dift-rent effects, * 
in wonderful variety according to his infiaite wildom and power; fo 
he hath accordingly particular reaſons that are juſt and we hty for 
his difpenſations, tho unknown to us, except he ciicovers them, as 
his juſtice in extraordinary punishments for enormous offences , or 
his goodnes, mercy and other cauics, when it is otherwiſe. So that 
where no fins, or ends and cftctts more than common, there weare 

not 
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mot able , nor —_—— to judge of God's reaſon, why theſe rather 
than others are ſuddenly taken away ; either by diſcaſes, as apoplexies, 
convulſions and the like ; or by pains as women in travel, or by wars, 
fire, water and other accidents, theſe things falling alike to all; for if 
the kinds of death , or any remporal punishments were infallible tigns 
of God's hurred and remporal bleſſings of his ve, we could never re- 
concile God's word, we are bound to believe, with the works of pro- 
vidence, which are but the fulfilling of it, and the execurion of his 
purpoſes. In ſuch cafcs therefore when God exerciſes us, as J»b (who 
15 ſer forth to us as a pattern 'of patience in dark providences) prayed 
theuw me why thou contendeſt with me (c. 10.) and waited for the end of 
the Lord 5 {o ſhould we; God many times dealing with us as Chriſt 
ſaid to Peter, uh.t I do thx knowelt not now, but th tlealt know bere- 
Mer. As any one hearing Solomon's tentence of dividing the chuld , 
would have thought it cruelty , if he had gon away wichout _— 
or after knowing the end and effect : —_ more may we muta 
the Allwiſe God , if we look on his providence by piece-meals and 
wait not till we ſce the 1ifſuc. For the there be fin mn all, and thar 
be the only meritorious cauſe of death , yet that is original fin, that 
is alike in all from Adam, all being cqually related ro um , fo that 
thence coms no diltin&tion of this or that kind of death, but as moſt 
conceive from actual transgreifhons. Which being not diſcernd in in- 
fants, who yet die in = variety both in regard of diſcaſes and vi- 
olent murders, their death 1s generally laid on their parents , as the 
widow of Sarepia cried to Elyihy art ih.« come wnto me to call my /ins 
to remembrance , and tofliy my on ? 1 Kings. 17. Forthe Jews knew 
well that God viſits rhe iniquntics of the fathers on the children, by many 
Scriptures threatning it , and examples of it's being executed : and 
appears particularly in that fearftull imprecation , that Chriſt's blood 
mi bt be on them and on their chi/dren , the fulhilling whereof the whole 
nation he under, to their confuſion and the confirmation of Chnſtt- 
anity, to this day. Bur we muit rake heed of applying this alike to 
all, for where no extraordinary fins God may , and foratimes doth 
in ſoveraignty take away children elder or younger , as /#&'s, for 
tryal and other ends, more than m juſtice : leſt we judge and fpeake 
amis of God's dealings with men, as ob's friends , and many ot 
are accultomed to doe. For when men fre any miſery betall any one 
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20 
out of the common road of providence , having natural conceptions 
that fin and punishment are related , they preſently conclude , that 


» fome extraordinary fins either of them or their parents are the procu- 
ring cauſe on their parts, and puninve juſtice anſwering to it, on ' 


God's part; whereof we have many narratives in Scripture (to which 
I confine my ſelf) of Barbarians , Jews, and Chriſtians ; but I will 
only mention that in /-b». 9. at preſent ,. which hath occaſioned moſt 
of the thoughts 1 have imparted concerning theſc umpulfive cauſes; 
conſidering that there is the ſame general nature in all evils of pu- 


nishment, as conſiſting in the privation of ther oppoſit good. "The } 


diſciplesnghtly ſuppoſed that the blindnes of the man 1o born was from 
Godjuſtly, & that he punishes children, tor therr parents fins; bur miCook 
in taking it for granted, that either his parents, or hem his ſoul before his 
body was formed , had been'more than ordinary ſinners, or in ſom kind 
at leaſt, which was the cauſe of his blindnes, and atked Chniſt, whe- 


ther it was: who an{wercd , nerber bath bis man ſinned , nor bis parents ,. 


that isy. as they meant , and their queſtion implyed, not greatersſin- 
ners than others, or i relation to this as the cauſe tothe effect: Bur 
that the works of God should be made manifeſt in him , which intimates 
a quite different reaſon, from what they imagined , not God's pu- 
nitive juſtice for either of their fins , but his love 40 Chriſt and his 
doctrine in the manifeſting his power in a miraculous cure , and 
mercy. to the blind man's foul ro be the chief cauſes, Where we 
may obſerve , how Chriſt diverts them , as every where elſe, from 
curious enquinesz reſolving this affliction, as an m/elcitar or miſe» 
ry into Gods foveraignty , that. denies or gves his bleſſings, in kind 
or degree , to whom, when, andin what manner pleaſes , 
it being lawful for him to do what bs: will with bis own ; and 
_— it to be poena from juſtice for- any greater or patti- 
cular {ins , as they judged (tho otherwiſe both were ſinners , and 
lo a ſufficient ground in point of juſtice: ro deprive either of 
hight, or any aber bleſſings in hte, or all 1g-death , yet «this dif- 
ference proceeded not there-from) and then dire&ts them by the final 
cauſe, to judge of the impulſive or reaſon of this providence , and 
to regard the ends and conicquences thereof ,. as that which concernd 
them; which in this cale were extraordinary un reſpe&- of the mira- 
cle, and ordinary in- regard of the ſpiritual good thus  afflition occa- 
Gond and wrought both for hunſelfand others, Let 


| 
| 


(2t ) 

Les us-therfore accordingly now apply our ſelves to the final canſe 
or the reaſons taken from the end : not mm reference to the dead which 
in ordinary caſes 1s a ſecret to us, as | have shewn, bur the living. 
Which we mult underſtand, not of the fins operantis , or what God 
deſigns in particular thereby , which 1s different in all, andno further 
known to us, than as manifeſted by the eff=o&ts ; or m general onl 
as tending to his glory (which if we ſpeak properly is only his end, 
and all Ss whatſoever without himtelft but mcans joyntly confi- 
dered tending thereto, and which he uſes tor the fame Rom. 11: 36) 
But the fins eperrs in reference to us, as thele providences are means 
fitted by him for fuch ends, as tend to the common good of the 
bving; which is allways ſuperior to particular ſuffermgs. And tho 
fad expenence $hews us, that for the moſt part providences have not 
the effects upon us aniwerablc to their ends ; yet that's through our 
default ( as we ſee alllo m the ordinances) and if fo be theſe moral 
means obtain not their primary end as medicinal to better. us, yet 
their ſecondary, ſerving at lcalt to juſtify Got, and render thoſe that 
make ſmall or no ulc of them ,. or contrary than they hr whol 
inexcuſable , and more efpecially thoſe who have the word to di 
them and interpret to them their end and uſe. Forthe cad God's word 
declares, allways wmphes the uſe we Should make of every thing , 
both in the general, and particularly _— to their kind and de- 
gree. Bur | $hail pats by the general ends of affliftions and death, 
and only ſpeak of thoſe more peculiar to thus kind of death I am upon ; 
nor yet jen that might be drawn from the ends thereof in refe- 
rence to God, his fon and our Savior, his word, ordinances and gra- 
ces of his ſpirit, the good and evil things of this hfe , our fins, and 
thoſe concernd nearly and remotely ; but of a few that are moſt com- 
prehenfive ; ſugge!ting the ſwtable uſe of them the end implies, that 
my future Ci{courſe may be more practical ; reſerving, thole that are 
more particular for tic Application. 

I Then God thus fuddenly and unexſpettedly rakes away fom, 
that the ſupremacy of his providence may be more apparent , and 
himſelf thereby better known and acknowledged inthe world. That 
this 15 the general end of God's unexſpetted dealings with men, in 
mercies and judgements extraordinarys and all other caſes above their- 


thoughts and contrivances , appearsby . hundred places of Scripture, 
rela- 
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(22) 
relating both to his people and heathens , expreſt in thoſe phraſes, 
that ye or they may know that I am the Lord, and implied in the effect 
(which 1s the enc accomplishr, for fumes in att poſits WIITIL effettns) 
and ye Or they thall knew that T am the Lord. And experience shews 


us, that while things goc on ſmoothly and evenly as men ſuppole | 


they Should, all run along with them, and are apt to judge them the 
efietts of humane counſels, and actions in the ule of ſuch mcans as 


conduce thereunto : bur when any thing happens above or contrary | 


to their thoughts and expectations , and 1 accomplicht by fuc*, 
means and in tuch a manner , as they couldnot think of or unagin., 
and cannot find out any ſatisfactory reaſon for, then they looke above 
and beyond natural cauſes, and acknowledy the finger of God. Who 
frequently deals with us in our lives, as /acob with /oſeph's, tons cros- 
ſing his/hands contrary to exſpe&tation, and in our death allio, ma- 
king - or other that we thought should live drop down dead un- 

G edly; whereby we are put to a ſtand and look on , as all the 
peopletid at Amazah'; and conſider whence this came; and not fa» 
tisfying our ſelves concerning any viſible cauſe of this difference, are 
ready to acknowledg an inviiible power and providence in both the 
parts of it v1z: preſervation and government , in preſerving us and 
others that were as likely to dic, and taking away thoſe that were as 
likely to live. So that God's extraordinary providences being the 
great witneſſes of himſelf ro the world ; it becoms our duty to eye 
and acknowledge him in them accordingly ; his w::dom 10 contriving 
ſuch a concurrence of cauſes and circumſtances as we never thought 
on , his power in executing what we never feared , his mercy in fpa- 
ring greater finners his j«/:ce in cutting off whom an.| when he plea- 
ſes, and his dommren over all, ruling high and low, rich and 
together , ſo that as men fee or may ice, fo let them fay among all 
nations, that the Lord moſt high reigneth over all the inhabitants of 
the carth. 

I. That all men may ſee more clearly , that their times are onely 
in God's hand, P/. 31:15. or in his fole power , his conſtant care and 
cuſtody » and his dispoſal at his pleafure. All its true have or may 
have a notonal knowledg of this from the "gt of nature » and thote 


in the Church moſt fully from Scripture; but this ist00 weak, to ma» | 


keuslook beyond the courſe of natural cauſes, above to him who 
hath 
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hath the ordering of them all, ſo as to keep the eye of 
our ſouls habitually fixt upon im, as we ought. He us 
therefore pleaſed fomtimes to uſe ſuch providences in great daingers, 
delverances z and deaths fo circumitantiated , as therein we may 
acknowledge his hand , and thereby gaine fuch experimental know- 
ledg of him and his dealings with us , as will lead us to the 
owning and acknowledging of him , ani ſeconded by grace fer 
up his ——__—_ our fouls. For it 1s not fo much death mn it ſelf 
that affects us, becauſe it is common ; asthe remarkablenes of it one 
way or other , whuch leaves an imprefhon upon us and raiſes our 
lluggssh minds to conſider, from what hand (ſuch a blow should come. 
Who except ſom few Relations think themſelves concernd at the 
death of weak infants, and firkly perions , oraged * But when the 
young are taken away in the flower of their age ; or the ſtrong that 
were moſt hkely to hve , are dead on a ſudden and laidin the duſt; 
or the great and rich that have all mcans poſſi»l-topreſervethem , 
are cut down like the gras and wither as the green herb ; theſe are 
ſo many ſenſible demonitrations to convince us , that our times are 
not inthe hands of ſecond cauſcs, or meerly caſual and fortuitous, 
lecing rhele are fo frequent , but onely in God's » Who diſpoles of 
them as he plicaſeth. 1 unc iadeed ſtrangly wears out the preſent ſenſe 
wc have of thele things : but God is vlcaſed {ſo often togive us ſuch 


. pregnant examples hereof, as if we duly regard them, are nt only 


ſufhcicnt to renew the former unpreshons upon us , but afford us 
ſtronger convictions of this truth. This improvement of ſuch provi- 
dences, would bring us as Moſes delired the [racites, ro acknowledg 
God, as the cauſe of our {ver and length of owr days, who gives them 
at his pleaſure , and for his pleaſure continues them, that ordersthem 
as he pleaſes, and cuts them off when he pleaſes; and to depend upon 
him continually for tnem ; and «ith holy Job not ro charge God foo- 
lichly , but wheiher he gives, conrinucs, or takes away » (hll ro ble 
the name of the Lord. As we lcarn this leflon more or le6, foweghall 
find it accordingly nor only thus uiſctul, but alſo confortable tous: 
by the aflurance Gv.t's peopic have thereby that in all times, rryals, 
and changes they arc ailways in the hands of their tender father, that 
knows their frame , and remembers they are dſt; tho the wicked that 
will not be in{tructcd, arc in the hand of God as 4 Judge , whoſe 

ſentence 


(24) 
ſentence and execution they $hall not eſcape. Conſidering that if 
our times were in Satan's or our enimies hands , they would ſwallow 
us up quick; or in our friends power , they would not ſuffer us to 
depart , and be with Chriſt which is far better ; or in our own , we 
Should in our discontents be weary of them , and ready to cry out 


as Moſes, Elyah, Job, Jeremiah, and Jonah have don, now Lord taks 


away my life , rather than patiently wait his pleaſure. 

11, That fin may be imbittered, and mercy embraced: and parti- 
cularly our fart apoſtacy from God , and our Savior and the mear; 
of recovery. For as God's ſentencing man to bodily penalties after his 
firſt Gn for good to this foul, was to humble him for that , and all 
other {ins that followd upon it , and make him feare his juſtice by 
ſecing and feeling tuch of it, and fly to his grace and mercy 
through the promiſed Mesſiah : fo his infli&ting them muſt therfore 
be naniiagh accounted a means for thele ends conjointly. The 
All-wiſe God knowing what prodigious blindnes of nid and ſecurity 


of hcart followed fin in us; 15 therfore pleaſed tor our awakening to 
uſe outward punishments ordinanly, theſe being only vitible, and © 
fitter to have influence generally on all men , and being allſo mure 
feared by the ſecure world , than thoſe inward and ſpiritual judg- 


ments on the ſoul. So that the very heathen, who being through 
their forefathers ſeperate from the Church, arc ignorant of the cau- 
ſes and manner of theentrance of theſe punighments by the fall, and 
much more of Chnilt, and © account [wy becauſe common to all, 
a debt to nature, and the grievous accidents thereof punishments only 
for actual offences : yet by theſe external judgments they may and 
thould be brought, and when extraordinary and general often are, 
ro teare God's juttice and fly to his mercy in the general, tho they can- 
not make that eſpecial uſe of them, for rhote higher ends and in ſub- 
ordination to eſpecial =_ that Scripture declares ; and which the 
Jews who have the Old Teſtament shewing the f.4// and clearly ref 
tyfying of Chriſt (tho they wilfully reje&t him) and we Chriſtians ought 
and should ; and for which God 1s pleaſed to uſe them in his Church, 
For th6 we have the law that diſcovers fin, and condemns finners to 
eternal punishments ; and the Goſpel that renders us pardon, andeter- 
nal ſalvation; yetſo great is our unbelicf and the love of our lults, that 
we litle regard them; till God awaken us , and lets us fee and feel 


CX- 


_ a me—_ _ TP moo. .7qvO©Q ©« VS La 


J 
p 
) 
B 
t 
f 


—_ — m_ ww =Y 


. 


tally by outward or inward troubles or both , the evit of 
pur fins and how deſtructive they are to us , and therby bring us 
to condemn and loath them , and our ſelves for them, and valew his 
mercy through Chriſt for pardoning them. For which ends he makes 
uſe eſpecially of thole, that are molt powerful to convince men of, 
and affeft them with his juſtice, fins hainousnes , the ſinners deſert, 
d need of mercy. which kind are thoſe punishments , which 
are generally inflicted on all apparently according to his threatnungs : 
_Iwhecran are ſeen, the greatnes of the offence , God's reſolution to 
nh, his power and impartiality in punishing great as well as ſmall, 
ſo that none can flatter themſelves with hopes of impunity. And 
thoſe that have the offence legibly written upon them , fo thar all 
may read the fin in the punischment , and ſee God's cquity therein; 
whereby he is juſtified and the offender condemned , even by him- 
ſelf as well as others, as we find among the very heathen edges 1. 
v7. And thoſe punisghments that are great , and fo shew the 
grearnes of the offence , juſtice tiever proportioning them grea- 
ter, but mercy mitigating them to lefs than the offenders deterts. 
All which kinds of punishment concur in dea:h , as moſt clearly 
appears by the ſcriptures ; which declare God's threatning thereof 
{ before , and ſentencing all it to it after for our apoltacy (Gen. c. 2. 
and c. 3-) as a ſuitable punishment for our wilful d-fpiling of life , 
virtually promiſt im the threatning of death ; and that which Shews us 
the greatnes of our offence, inthat it isthe greateſt of punishments, 
comprehending all other miſeries , as life it deprives us of all other 
mercics, Rom.6: 23. And yet more fignally doall theſe appeare in 
the kinds of death we this day celebrate: the mother bringing forth 
in torrow , becauſe the woman was firlt in the nnonunns =. » and 
dymy for her having transgreſt,and the litle infant for that only. Sothat 
ts better for us ts oe ro this how/e of mourning (ban feaſtimng(as S0/omm Cutch 
Eccles 7: 2.)for that tn the end of all men, and therefore will be thine and 
mine, and the lkwing will lay it to heart: intimating the reaſon of that 
being the end ofall , trom the uſefulnes thereot to the living, that 
ſeriouſly will confider it , as a ſpectacle of their own mortality, where- 
of ſin eſpecially original was the moral cauſe , whatever were the 
natural, togetner with the manner thereof in regard of their inward 
and ourward man. How bitter A IM T_T 
" an 


( 26) 
and forrow for our firſt transgreſſion be to us, and all other 
ſins as PR from it z eſpecially our wiiful and deliberatc 
offences , which are as ſo many approbations of our firſt parents 
apoſtacy , whereby we have ſo often declared , we $hould have 
done as they did , had we bren in their place ; how hardly 
ſocver we are apt to think , and many allo to fpeak of them! 
And how acceptable should Chriſt be to us , as the only Mediator to 
bring us back again to God from whom we have fallen, and recon- 
cile us to him, whom we have offended : who by his death hath re- 
deemed their fouls from deſtruction that will cmbrace im , raken 
away ſin the ſting of death, ſtrength from the law to condemn them 
eternally, ſanfhfied the grave to their bodies by his own lying in 
it, and by his reſurretion given them aſſurance of their victory over 
it, in ther bodies riſing agan,, and being fashione& like to his glo- 
nous body ! For it 1s this our apoſtacy from God at firſt , that brought 
m this fad /epararion, of all our comfortable relations; both fpiritual 
berween God our father and us , and natural between husband and 
wife , ts and children, kindred and friends, and foul and bod 
at laſt » and both from happincs for ever hereafter; and al 
intaild upon us all miſenes, which are more in-this life than can be 
numbered , and greater in that to com than can be expreſt. And 
Chriſt only that makes up again the «non for is people mn fpiritual 
relations ,. his father ours, himſcif our hushband, all his brethren and 
filters, and all neceflary comforts in natural relations in this hfe, and 
foul and body to meet again, and buth with happines for ever; freeing 
us from eternal miſerics , and all thoſe temporal which he procures 
not to work together for our good. 

4 That fuch asare taken away by untimely death , may be exam- 
ples and warnings to the livin k To deter them from the like fins, 
where they were notorious and the cauſe of their punishmene : 
example of punitive juſtice being a fulfilling of the threatning of the 
law on the Offender, and vertually a threatning for the like offence 


to others. Thus courſe God took cſpecially with his Church in its 
infancy , training them up , as we doc our children, with temporal 
threats and promiles,. merciesand judgements :: whereas now 1N its mas 
turity under the Goſpel: or a better covenant » he uſes more ) 

aly ſpiritual promiſcs of grace and lalvation ,, and threatungs of bor 
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(97) 
tual and cternal punichments , and deals with us , the 
more _—_y to allure us to holines , and deter us from wicked» 
nes. Yet in regard we are ſtill men of like paſſions, and no lefs mo- 
ved with examples, he declares this to be the end of all ſuch tempo- 
ral ju.\gements ro us Chriſtians , and requires us to make thus uſe of 
them, 4 Cor. 10.6. The lsraclites ſuddenly deſtroyed ſeveral times in 
the wildernes, faith the Apoſtle, were our examples , to the intent we 
thonld not luſt after evil things , as they allſo lnuſted ; commanding us to 
avoid their ſins thereafter mentioned, and declaring that (all rheſe cthings 
happened 1 them for enſamplesr, orty pes, and are written for our admons* 
tion , upon whons the ends of the world are come. v7. -- 1t. Thus theun- 
timely death of many of the Cormntbians for their profanation of the 
Lord's ſupper is recorded, that we should beware thereof; 1 Cor. rr. 
v+ 30, So allſo when the crime is apparent in the punishment ; as 
Pax; being guilty of ſtoning Stephen in his being ſtoned by the Fer: , 
aaddrawn out of the city ſuppoſing he had been » th6 he was mi- 
raculously revived , or at leaſt reſtored Atts 14. 194 20. And thi 
uſe we are to make of thoſe extraordinary examples of God's judg- 
ments, that _— in all ages and nations , for cO__—_ murders , 
jury and d lim 10Ns | &c. 
ent f hiſtories ond, and | ana yr —_—_— les 
thereof , that all that know them might be affnghted from rhe like 
offences. This being the end of pubiique cakes, as (cripture 
declares by the and uſe the living should make of them ; and 
all or thoſe which remain thall heare and feare, and thall do no more any 
ſuch wickednes Deutr, 13. 11-and 19, 20. to which both the Greeks and 
Latin: agree. * For by the proportion of juſtice, doe alike and have 
alike, as wellin ——_— as rewards ; which allways farſt or laſt 
hath place with God , who changeth not through defe&t of knowledg , 
wiſdom!, or power as men doe frequently. Not allways un this hi 
nor in the fame manner, as in his miraculous ju its; or in the 
fame meaſure, but the examples shew the deſert thereof ; asin the de» 
cmation of an army , the General's putriag ſom few ro death, to 
prevent future mutimies, shews the =- what they have deſerved, uw 
2 = 
t Reinold's God's Revenge of murder Cameraris opere ſubciſoue center. 1. 
c.$6.& contar, 3-4-3433» 34+436-38. Gorrunns de providentia. Ly. c.24, 
* Gretius de I. B.S P.L.2.c. 10. 
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what ſo offending they may exipett for the future. God uſually reſer- 
wing the wicked 10 the day of deſtrutiion z they cthall be brought forth to the 
dny of wraih, Job. 24. $0, and exerciſing niches of patience and forbea- 
rance towards them , and upon their humihation and diſciplinary re- 
pentance , deferring or remitting their temporal punishments , even 

after ther denuncuation, as in Abas and Nimeveh, and others gene- 

rally F-r. 16. 7,8. and onthe contrary , where unfcigned repentance 
makes way for the prerogative of grace to pardon , often punithing 

his own people in this hfe more than others; but allways m the world 
to come , wvincjultice will render to cvery man according to his deeds, 
Rom. 2. t. -- 11. 

But where no extraordinary fins are manifeſt, thele exainples ſerve 

2 fo (antion us and 1 eftram #1 that we 0// end not God preſumitmon'ly; in 
any kind ; But that we ſand m awc and tin not aganſt nm , who can 
every moment bring us to juclgement.. For this 1 the end why God 
doth fuch things » that men thould feare before tums. IEccics. 3. 14. the 
neglett whereot becoms the cauſe of the ſudden deltruction of tecure 
linners. For the ſentence of death being paſt upon all ſinners , if 
the execution of it more ſpecdily upon lels offenders , and the delay- 
ing of 1x upon greatcr be fo abuſed by the wicked, that rberefore their 
hearts are ſet im them to doe evil , Ct Solomon tells us of his own cer- 

tun knowledge » that though a finner do evil an bandred trmes and his 
days be prolonged , Wo as he lives his ful time in the courſe of nature 

yet ſmrely 3 know, it ihall not be well with the wicked, as it shall be with 
the righteous in their future ſtate, nerther chall be prolong hu days 
which are as a thadow y in regard the days ot the md arc cut off 
ſuddenly before the time of par expectation , or at leaſt preparati- 
on for death, becauſe hs feare:h not before God, in an awful shunning 
to displeaſe him. Eccles, . 11.--13- And Solomon's obſervation in this 
kind hath been made- by many , that thoſe who, in their hcalth def- 
pile both God's word and warnings » when death threatens them: , 
cry out » oh call time again © oh that I might hve a litle longer! oh 
that God would bur ry me once more | and make great promiles 
to God and men of their tuture amnendment,ulually i their own itrengrh 
which oftentimes com to hitle & rhey recover,and it they dic, declare ir 
unpreparednes for death. And yer bertcs ſome fenie of God, and 
fearc of his future judgements at the lait than act at all, —__ 
ther 
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therr days in mirth, and in 4 ws. down to the grave , Fob 2r. 7 
The Apoſtle's therefore admonition 15 good, and holds in all exam- 
ples in thoſe of like condition , not to be high minded, but feare y 
for if God ſpared not them, take heed lejt be alſo ſpare nos thee Roms. 11- 
20, 21 and Hebr.4q,t. And 3 © care /in im #5, For thelc are means 
wherby we arc brought to the feare of the Lord, by Which men depart 
from evil; Prov. 16.6. Thus God cured the remnan of the F-ws of 
their Idolatry , which they were fo a.idicted to tormerly , and cver 
after dereſted above all others. Ezzch. 2 3- Wacre F-4.th and Hiract are 
ſet forth as two fpiritual adultcretics being at caic, and God faith, / 
will bring 4 company upon them, namcly tac Ail rians and Chaldeans , 
that «hall fone them with tones, as the Jews punitht adulterers , and 
drpatch them with their ſwords, thry Hall Nlay their ſons and their dangh- 
ters Sc. thus will I cane lewadnes to ceaſe out of .b- lard, that all women 
may be taxrht wot to do after your w:ceednes, that 1s other cities and na» 
trons comparcd here ro women, cfpecially where his church should 
be planted may learne to retraine from Idolatry , and if they will nor 
to lee what the cure thereot will colt them. And Dawd » type of 
Chnilt prophecies, this should be a means of reforming the vitible 
Church, God hall ſwdden'y brot at them y with an arrow juddenty thall 
they be ounded, and all men thall feare and hall declare the wirks of 
God for they thall wiſe y conjider of hrs dorngs. Pſ. 64. tecalllo 1. 25. 2 3+ 
And as in general fo in particular examples this is not to be doubted 
of ; as that the ludden death of E4 hath been, and is mitrumental to 
cure, the fond indulgence of many parents to their children un wic- 
kednes, and of 45,own, thew mordinate affection. If & be no lins 
are mentioned , or more than ordinary apparent to us mm any fo taken 
away ;z then to cure us of thole fins we know our felves guilty of be- 
fore God z; and more cſpecraily thoſe that are relative, as good F4* 
cob's roo Much love and doung upon Ins Rachel here in tlic Text. 
4 To awaken #1 ont of our ſecurity, For which cnd eſpecially, we 
have ſecurity as the tore-runner, and ſpeedy deltruction that tollows 
it, joynd togecher by our Savior , 1n the types he hath given us of 
his coming to- judgment, buth of allingeneral , and every one in 
parnicutar , As the deitruction of the old world, Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and /erajalem ; they were rating and drinking, murrying and g'oing us 
marriage » buying and jeliig, plants wy balding 5 wacsoy Coriit Je- 

Clare, 
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clares, how litle exſpetted , should be forthwith ſpeedily 
deſtroyed ; dleryr boy ory ory ines be, IEG 

in ſuddemnes, ora thief in the night for its es; andt 
makes this inference warch therefore for ye know not what bour your Lord 
doth come, calling it ſuch an bowr 25 they th», nor, declaring quit” 
honour thoſe that made this uſe of it , but if , the evil ſervant ſay wm 
hit heart my Lord delays his coming &c, The Lord of that ſervant will 
com in 4 diy when be looks no: for him, and in an hour that be it not aware 
of Math. 24 and Luke 17, Nothing more exemplifies this than ſud- 
den death, which crycs to every one , behold the bridegroom cometh , 
£0 ye ont to meet him, to awaken all; for its faid they a!! lumbred and 
ſlept, the wile virgins flumbred and the foolish Qlept, fo that none in 
the viſible church but have need of wakening, Aath. 25, For as in 
nature troubles cither feared or felt both awaken us out of our ſleep, 
and keep us from fleeping: fo in grace , there being few Chriſtians 
to be found , that either the fears of death and judgements, by ſom 
warnings of them , or ſfomc inward or outward troubles have not 
awakend and kept watching. We are naturally ſo ſenſual and immerſt 
1athe things of this life, {o regardles of God, his word, and our cter- 
nal concernments, and fo apt to put the evil day far from us : that 
God us mercifully pleaſed by examples, as wel as precepts and threats 
to rouſe us up to conſider our latter end , that we may not run 
heedlesly on to our eternal deſtruftion. As it is uſual with God to 
——_— nations and cities before he ſmires them , as all hiſto» 
nes both ſacred and profane teſtify , we never reading of ju.|gements 
but for mercies abuſed: ſo allo particular perſons | hrodomgaens 
of years, but have warnings in this kind , and may _ where ice 
ves Shorter than their own. For as ſecurity $hakes off the 
of ſin and miſery , and makes us look on dcath and judge- 
ment at a diſtance: fo the feare of them makes them ſeem neer us , 
and to refle& upon our ſelves and the deſert of our fins , and conft- 
der our later end, thereby becomming inſtrumental ro make us ſeri- 
ous, Which is the firſt ſtepinreligion , and to turn our floth into di- 
ligence , our indifferency into carneſtnes , and our inconltan» 
cy into ſtablencs and reſolution, Laſtly To bring us to v6 
pentance. As this is the end of God's threatnings, that he may not 
punish if we will repent : fo its allſo of has executing them , = 

ot 
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others may take warning ; all his providences gs ing of ' 
ſom threat or promis in his word. This even the Nimizites 
ſRood as appears by their practiſe upon Jonah's denunciation of their 
deſtru&ion : and thus our Savior expounds theſe providences , which 
are rich in ſenſe as well as the word, howbeit we ſeldom fully com- 
— it, Who preaching in Gavtlce , was interrupted by fome 
ews-mongers from /ernſalem , that told him of the Galileans , whoſe 
blood Pilate had mirgled with their ſacrificer , (in Jernſalem, for Pilate 
had no jurisdiftion , but Herod over the Galilean:) ſuppoling they were 
ſome extraordinary finners , becauſe they ſufferd ſuch things, Lakes 13. 
Chriſt according to his great wiſdom , neither taxes Plat"; fat of 
cruelty (as they might poſſibly ſuppoſe) nor approves it ; nor denies 
thole Galileans to be finners and ſuffer juſtly, but only that they 
were ſinners than all the reſt , shewing that they were not to- 
be ju as ſuch, becauſe of ther ſuffering , and adds the like con- 
cerning thoſe 18 on whom the rower in Siloam fell and flew, decla- 
ring from both theſe exqnples, the genera] ule the living should make 
of the ſudden death of - » which 1s to repent ; this being the 
end of Gods fparing us to give us time and ſpace for repentance, and 
his taking away others to- ſtir us up to make uſe of our time according- 
ly. And the more to awaken them to this duty , shews * 
more eſpecial uſe of theſe to them , in a prophetical commina- 
tion from the manner of their periſhing , making it ape or 
emblem to the living of their future deſtration (a3 Samuel did 
by Sax/{; rending his mantle, of God's rending the Kingdom from 
him) laying, , except ye repent , ye hall all how: perth. Deno- 
ting , that as thoſe Gahleans were fla by Par the Roman gover- 
nor and his foldjers , fo the Gableans should after - oy oman 
army : and as the 18 in Feruſalem were flan by the fall of the 
tower in Siloam , fo the dwellers in /ern/a/em Should be by the 
fall of their other towers and walls. Which , they not pay 
was accordingly accomplisht in both. For the Xomans farlt fel upon 
Galilee, and deſtroyd great numbers of them ,. and the reft flymg 
Jeruſalem , at the time of the paſſover were with other Jews flain i 
ſuch abundance, that the altar for ſacnfices fwimd with b 


Ig to 

m 

Ss tw lood : 

and multitudes of the inhabwrants of 7eru/alem , it ID 
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ken by the Keamans, were flain by the battering of 
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buried in the rums of their city. So dangerous1s it to negle&t repen- 
ting from the warnings given us , and efpecially for thole more un- 
neatly concernd ! £ wisdom and fafery 1s there i true repen- 
tance , which will certainly fave our fouls from eternal , and 15 the 
only way to fave our perſons alſo and eſtares from publick calamirics and 
temporal deitruction! Bur oh the blindnes and ſtupidity of moſt 

of men , that when God's hand is lifted up, they will not fee it! w 

he hedges up their ſinfull ways with thorns , wiil needs run through 
them ! when he ſmites ſom on their nght hand , and others on ther 
left, regard it not! that can goand com from funcrals without a ſerious 
thought oftheir own ! Common providences are but litle obſerved by 
us, and therfore do but litle move and affect us: but when we meet 
with unexpected occurrenccs, or interruption of the ordinary courſe 
of time and nature in the death of any, this is apt ro ſtartle us , and 
make us bcthink our ſelves more than uſually, and where grace ſets in 
with it, becoms a means to better and reform us. Thus God often 
makes uſe of the ſudden death' of ſom , to bring others firlt to themſelves 
by conlideration , and afterwards to himſelf by repentance ; and efpect- 
ally thoſe in the like condition , when one 1s taken and another left , 
ſom deſtroyd and others ſaved, this making both a deeper and laſtinger 
unpreſhon ; and thoſe more ncerly concernd in, or related to the de- 
ccaled. For as weoftenthink this or that occaſiond their death , and 
theſe qgthoſe things might have preventedit , the thoughts whereof fre- 
quently trouble us afterwards : fo our former carriage towards them , 
and theirs to us cos now afresh to our remembrance , feeds our for. 
row , and lays the foundation of our repentance. Theſe and thoſe 
things faith conſcience thou shouldit have done, and fo and fo thou 
ſhouldſt have carned towards them, and did{t not; and this and that 
thou ſhouldſt not have done , nor carried in this or that manner to 
them, and didſt ; thou might have got much good by them, and 
haſt not ; and done more good to them, and wouldit not; thou 
matterd{t not what became oftheir ſouls, and knoweſt thou what will 
becom of thine? Then thinks the ſinner, what if their caſe had becn 
mine ? where had I now been if I had been o hurried to judgment ? 
my conſcience tells me Iam not fit to die , 1 cannot fay my fins are 
pardond, and my peace made with God whom I have fo greatly offen- 
ded: he hath now warnd me to flee from the wrath to com rn 
Should 
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Gould T not take it? shall 1 Rilt © m ng ne rw 
be tome? why hould 1 think to be ſpared , when are taken 
away whoſe ſins mine have exceeded ? therime by-patt is roo much 
to have t the will otthe flesh, I am reſolved now to make berter 
uſe ofthe and future, fo long as God $hall ſpare me , to pre- 
pare for death and for eternity. And as theſe providences are thus 
merciful means to bring about a bleſſed in us, foallf to 
cary it on ſhll further turther. How hvehly doth fudden death 
ſet-forth to us the neceſſity of repentance in all the kinds ofit! A 


the vanity of the creature, andthe neceflity of making God our porti- 
on; the shortnes of our own righteousnes, ſeeing we muſt a 
before a juſt and holy God, and the neceflity of Chriſt and his righ- 
tcouncs ; the evil of fin, whereof we have nothing to 4 
thame and ſorrow, and the neceſſity of bolines , all its paths ending 
in peace , - and without which we hall never ſee God in | 


And how much the fame conenbutes , to g_ theſe ually 
allſo in us, the conſtant experience of all people abundantly 
witnes, 

5 That all may learn experimentally man ticular and neceſſa- 


leſſons they formerly C_—_— The bght of nature shews us 
undry of - oy and the hghrt of ſcripture more clearly all of them ; 
but unbelicf doubts ofthem , ſenſuality conſtantly oppoe them and 
as men aſleep we generally negle&t them. God is therfore pleaſed to 
uſe unexpected providences, which draw the curtain, andlet in the 
light {0 convincingly and ſenſibly upon us, that without wilful shur- 
ting our eys we cannot withſtand it: that ſo his truth being taught 
no backe by our own experience , may be more readily embraced 
and obeyed, For experience is a more fenſible argument than no- 
tions to convince us ofthe truth, and lefs hable ro ignorance and mi- 
ſtake for confirming us in it, and more particular and prevalent with 
us to practiſe it. Let me therfore name ſom of thoſe excellent leſſons 
which (till hang on this one bough ſuddenly broken off from us. As 
1 the vanity nd fraiity of life. Such adeath cryes to us withthe word , 
all flech tt graft, and all the goodbnes thereof 1s as the flower of the field: 
the wind paſſeth but over it , and it 14 gone ; and the place thereof thall 
know it no more». Ht. 40. 6. Pf. 103. 16. 2 nearnes of 


death and judgment. If thou "_ put theſe tar from thee , 
this 
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this fammons will convince thee of thy folly, that thi night 
thy ſoul may be required of thee Luke 12. 19, 0+. 3 Then 
of being prepared for thy diſſolution. For the might of death comerb 
whether thou thinks of it or no, when no man can work; there being 
no knowledg nor widom m the grave whither thow goeſt ; no caſting up 
thy accounts in the dark , nor perfecting them with God in the grave, 

oh. 9. 4. Eccles. 9. 10. 4 The danger of deterring thy preparation, 

'or in an hour tbou thinks not of , may Chrilt calltheers grve an acconnt 
of thy flewardibip , for thix halt be no longer ſteward, Math. 24, Luke 16. 
z. 2, $F 1 he pretiousnes of time to prepare for eternity. For ume « 
thort, and were it longer litle enongh for fo great a work, and allſo 
uncertain , as thou ſecit : and therfore not to 4 lavisht out upon thy 
luſts, ſeeing thunecternal weltare depends upon it. t Cor. 7. 29, 6 The 
vain hopes of living many ycars. Since thou kyowe!t not what 4 


may bring forth « no more than what a woman with child , whether 


male or female living ,or dead as ts this day » Prov. 27. 1. 7 The groun- 
dles preſumtion of a lingring death , when thou felt tome »» 4 mo» 
ment go down to the grave , and many die im t heir full ftreng.b. Job, 21. 
13,23. 8 Howquickly the greateſt hopes are dasht and expectations 
diſappointed. Here's 4 child com to the birth, and no ſtreugth to brin 
forth , but mother and child <e together : there's a ſtrong man fait 
with Agag ſarely the butternes of death us paſt » and the next hour it re» 
turns m7 Lon. him away, 1 Sam. 15. 9 Moderation towards the things 
of this life. For be Lord is at hand, ready to call thee quickly from 
thy food things, who makes them thy portion , and then whoſe chall 
they be where wilt thou be? and totake thee, who makes him 
thy happines ». from the evils of this life , that they no more $hall 
torment thee. Philip, 4-5. 10 The different nature of carthly cnjzoyments 
and heavenly.. Earthly promiſe much and im the tryal taile our exſpec- 
zarions: Bur heavenly we fhnd beſt upon tryal, and ſuch as will never 
fail us mor forſakg us Heb.. 13. 5- And laſtly , the valt df-rence berween 
our preſent and future: ſtate. Here we mcet and part preſently ; 
there we meet and never part - here's nothing bur changes , there's 
none but a ſtable etermity,. 1 The/. 4. 17, 

Theſe Reaſons I hope may. ſuffice for the ſeveral ſorts of ſudden 
death mennoned on this occation,, to juſtify God's proceedings therein; 
and to shew us the gracious delight of thele kind of providences , that 
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ſeem of all others moſt FR 6 none {© much as theſe condu- 


cing to the general of mankind , as tending to awaken us out 
of our ſecurity » ETSY - and point outts 
us and quicken usto our duty. Lert us fee toit, that we make uſe of them 
accordingly: and what further improvement may be made of the 
providence we $hall now ſpeake to by way of inference and application. 
U/1, Hence learn the uncertam tenure , or manner of holding 
our neareſt Relations, and deareſt friends and acquaintance. That 
ſeeing them hable O_ to be lolt , we may be more fenſible 
our cnjoying them is but of meer curteſy , and we are but te- 
nants at will for them, and all our other carthly comforts tro God 
the great Lord of all: having by our ſinful apoſtacy loſt our righr and 
tle to the enjoyment of them, which he gave us at firſt by rhe co- 
venant of works in our creation. For had we continued in ous orr- 
inal ſtate of mregrity , there would have been none of this forrow- 
| parting of fncnds ; but we Should either have continued happy 
together on carth, or without ſuffering death have been, as S. Aw- 
ft:m and others think, after ſome certun rime translared into heaven 
and whether all rogether at laſt, or ſucceſſively at fuch a term of 
years, it would have been matter of triumphant rejoycingto all. Bur 
now having by fin forfeited and loſt all our mercies, God hath been 
graciously pleaſed in the covenant of grace to alter his diſpenſation ; 
not ro = us bank-runyts with a new ſtock in our own hands, but 
to commit all to Chriſt, im whom he hath treaſurd up fpintual hfe 
for his people; fo that that is now in ſafe keeping , being bd with 
Chriſt m God, Colof. 3.3. And this he hath aſſured us of by promiſe, 
upon our fulfilling the condition of the covenant : but hath reſer- 
ved temporal life and the comforts thereof in his ſoveraign pleaſure, 
to give, continue, or take away and mn what manner he plca- 
ſes; that we might entirely depen him for all. So that if he will 
any day write a Hicob wive'es , a ob childles, a Dawd triendles, a 
Jerem:ah comfortles; there's no reaſon to gainfay it, no cauſe to come 
plain or murmur at it , much lefs to plead hin for it; lng by 
takes but his own that he had only lent usfor a time, never given 
ted us abſolutely to enjoy- it any injury then when the ume 
1s expired to require his own? Doth he make the matrmomal bond 
natural that husband and wifeshould _ Hah he tyed child- 
2 rea 
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ren to their parents feet , or faſtend them to their houſes , as their 
—_— not to be parted withal or removed ? If he Jets us have our Re- 

10ns a while here, and then-rakes them into the gallery of heaven ; 
is it any detriment to them or us ? Are they not {o better cared for 
and beſtowed, than they can be by us, what ever we think, and how 
much ſoever disconrented ? Thou wilt be ready to fay , But why to 
ſoon ? Why ſo unexſpettedly? Hath not godlines the promiſe of this 
life, as well as that tro come ? And obedient children of rheir da 
being prolonged? Very true , godlines both intereſts us in God t 
giver, andin all the promiſes for every good gift ; bur for this life 
and all other temporal mercies only condimonally , fo far forth as is 
good for us; So God will not only grvo grace and glory, but will withhold 
no good thrng from them that walk wprightly Pſ. 84. 41, But what and 
how muſt we account good things ? Spiritual good things indeed 
are abſolutely good in themliclves , and for all , and allways ; but 
temporal, rh6 good in themſelves , yet neither forall nor allways; 
but relatively onely in reference to the perſons , for that which is 
for ſome is hurtful for others, as one mans meat we fay is ano- 
ther's poiſon , and in ſubordiuation to greater good , as this life in 
relation to eternal. Now who 1s fitteſt rojudg what 1s beſt for usand 
when? The Father or the child ? the PF or the patient ? the 
all-wiſe God or foolish man ? We find what we thought worſe proves 
for the better to us frequently ; and God's tine fatter then 
our own , th6 hardly periwaded therot at preſent : fo that refcr- 
ring our ſelves to him, our uncertainty 1s our greateſt ſafery ; and 
the condition annext to temporal bleſſings ſo far from a diminution , 
that i is an inhancing and confirmation of their promiſes. Forthere- 
by we are aſſured, that God will neither give his children any thing 
tothe real prejudice, nor y any thing that was the beſt for 
them : that if he deprives them pora's it is for their ſpiritual good, 
and all the croſies that befall them arc better for them than the $ 
they deſire. All which not only recommend godlines even in regard of 
| ne_—_ life: bur are the greateſt ſtay and ſecurity we can poſ- 

ly have, to 7 a us under all the varicty of changes, that befall 


us in this evil wor 


2 This ſerves to weane aur hearts from bein — 
any of our Relations or creature comforts. Which is the pos 
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inference 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30 31. RJ 4 , the time ut thert , ut remaineth , 
both that they that have wroes be as though they had none : and they that 
weep y as though they wepr not + and they that rejoyce , as though they re- 
Joxced not ; and thy that uſe this world as not abufing it : for the faihion of 
thir world paſſeth away. Our fore-fathers are paſt away before us ; the 
marriage knot looſens duly, and 1s either cut afunder by a violent, 
or untyed by a natural death at laſt ; Brethren and ſiſters and a friend 
ſomtimes dearer than a brother part, and are no more ſeen in the 
flesh; our children that are our ſelves only wrapt ah other skins , 


in whoſe life ours are ofren bound up, are frequently ſnatche out of 
our arms, and if they croud us out of the world quickly follow us to 
our long home. That as Xerxes beholding his great army wept tothink , 
they should all of them $hortly be laid in the duſt : fo may we over 
our living Relations as well as dead , conſidering we are hable conti- 
nually to loſe them. Let this then make us fit looier trom them , and 
take off our hearts. 

1 From owr mordinate afethion to them. It is our wildom to ſet our hearts 
upon nothing , but that which is above the reach of dainger & 
disappointment : and to love nothing much, but what we cannot love 
exccihvely. As God that will beour portion for ever, when alltheſe 
and our own hves fal@ us : and Chriſt our Savior that will make us 
happy with himſelf in heaven. !fany ſteal away our hearrs from them, 
and perk up im ther place in our —_ and affections ; 1s mer 
that breaks down ſuch idols and grinds them to powder , or turns fuch 
comforts into croſles as would carry it in the competition with the 
bleſſed God and our dear Savior. We are ſo bewncht with theſe ſen- 
ſible enjoyments, and are foraken up withthem ; that even good Fa- 
cobs have need of unbuttering circumſtances to wean them from the! 
Rachel rand 7o/ephr; and boly Datids from their Afrchals and Abſalons , 
and all from thcir over-loved Relations angicreature comforts. How 
immoderately for the moſt part doe we defire them! How eagerly doe 
we purſuethem! How ardently doe we love them: How highly doe 
we valewthem! How exceſſively doe we delight in them! How anxi- 
ously doe we keep them | How poo__ arc we when crolt in them ! 
How fearful arc we of loſing them | How lothare we to part with 
them! How perplext when we have loſt them! And yer all theſe nor» 
dinacies muſt be cured in us hs 8 be Chnlt's dilciples. arb. o, 
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v.37. Lacks 14+ 26. Which ordinary medicines will not doe , theſe 
>? Loon are fo ſtrongly rooted in us; and therfore the wiſe Phyfirian 
of ſouls is pleaſed often mercifullyto uſe ſuch ſeverities as are neceſſa- 
ry to imbitter our carthly comforts and endear himſelf and our Savt- 
ortous. Who that duly conſiders how litle God's commands , the 
iſes of heaven , the threatnings of hell , Chriſt's calls , and his 
niſters pleadings prevail with men to love him more than father or 
mother, wife or child as the Goſpel requires; but muſt acknowledg 
the uſefulnes of theſe warnings to us for that end , and the neceſſity 
of God's sharpeſt rods for Phyſick as well as his word for food for 
our ſouls , and conſequently the reaſon why 1t 15 the portion of his 
people ro ſuffer affliction rather than the reſt of the generality of the 
world. 

Secondly From placing our bappines in them. Man in innocency had a 
mind to know, a will ro chooſe, and affetons to delight mn G4 as 
his happines : but ſince fin hath broke down his image in. us , fach 
is the wretchednes of our hearts, that uſually rhe berter God 15 rou5, 
the worſe we are to lim ; and the more enjoyment he gives us of 
earthly friends the more we forget our heavenly tather. When we 
want and defire husbands, wives , children, fnends or any carthly com- 
forts that we cannot obtcine, we ſeek God for them, and when he 
threatens to take them from us , we cry to him to ſpare us them; 
but when we enjoy theſe, even when he demies or takes them away 
from others , and have moſt reaſon to eye and own him in them , de- 
= upon him for them, and uſe them as encouragements to ſerve 

im that gives and continues them to us; we are apt to forget him , ſer 
theſe up i his room , make them our God, and take up with them 
as our portion ; ſo that he 1s then litle regarded of the moſt , and leſs 
than he ought by the beſt. When hetherfore blows upon theſe bles- 
ſings, it is to bring us to {them in their due place, and keep them 
ſo in ſubordination to himſelf, and make us mind him more for the fu- 
ture, and them leſs than formerly ; leſt theſe ſtreams of creature com- 
forts that Should lead us to im, ſhould draw.us from him, and drown 
us in perdition, For now that reaſon through fin hath loſt is foye- 
rainty over us, ſenſe lying fo near us uſually fways us; and brings the 
foul not only to comply with the necefliries of our preſent ſtare, in 
theſe Relations for the comfort of this hfe (which 1s lawful , = 
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God's inſtitution im innocency) but to ſuch a condeſcention to the 
body , which only $skils ſenſual things, that for the moſt part men 
hve a mcer ammal ite without God in the world, not hke men ca- 
pable of enjoying him, much leſs like Chriſtians. How happy were 
it then , that as by experience we learn the worth of thelc things 
by the want of them , fo we would allſorhcir worthlesnes in compa- 
nion of hum, who 1s our only happines : thus Should we gain more 
by our parting with them than by our enjoying them, & comto make 
a happy exchange. 'Thele providences duly conſidered , and nghtly 
uſed would recall us back again from the creature to God , awaken 
conſciencgy and make every one turn preacher to hunſclf , that God 
may have the prevailing choice,. Saying » I ice husband or wite, pa- 
rents or children are foon gon , all ofthem but vanity ,, miſerable 
comforters are ye all. I fail I shall die in my neft, my beloved yoke- 
fellow $hall comfort me , this fon will be the ſtat of my old age, 
that friend will be my tupport : but how quickly am | difappoynted 
of one, and may be of ali theſe perishing comforts ! I thil thoaght 
and hoped farisfaction would ariſe from rhele things I had a mind to, 
liked and loved ; but find my felt continually deceived. I will ther- 
fore ſeek ut no more n thelc houſes of clay , whereit is not to be found , 
butin the living God. in whoſe eryoyment it 15 only to be had: and 
then I may hope , contentment with the portion of theſe he gives 
me, will allio dw&4l with me , which hath been all along fo great a 
ſtranger. How havel foolishly forſaken the fountane of Hl waters 
of ſalvation, and been hewing out to my telte one broken ciſtern after 
another of creature comforts, when I ſtil found as fait as I made them, 
they will hold no water ! I have too long dabled in theſe nether ſprings 
that only feed the winter brooks, which dry up on a ſudden when I 
molt want them : I will betake me to the upper ſprings of graces. that 
flow continually , which can only quench the thirſty defires of my ſoul. 
Lord, whom have | in heaven but thee , and there 11 none upon earth 1 
deſire m comparson of thee;, all theic faile me ». but thou wiltnever taile 
me, therfore 1 chooſe thee for my portion , who wilt be fo for ever, 
P73 
of 6 laſtly from our dependence npon them for ſmoport and comfor:. 
Maa tallca Com God affects a ſclf-tuficacncy , and ftindivg the short- 
ne 
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nes thereof in himſelf, in ſtead tt ing above, and returning to 
him, looks about him , and cries who will shew me any good ; and 
fixing on ſuch earthly bleſſings as he exther hath or hopes tor , reſts 
on them; ſo that God is but a cypher , and his bleſſings the figure 
with him, till he ſee his miſtake. God indeed hath the name, and pro- 
feſſion of our faith ; but fad expericnce shews us, how ready our 
hearts are to depart from him, and to make the creature our confidence ; 
and if our projects and exſpectations faile us therein , to lit down 
in deſpondency , as if there were no remedy. Even the belt of men 
are apt to over-reckon themſelves in their hopes, over-act their relts 
ance on creature comforts, and leane too much on aſe icnſible 
ſupports: nll God lets them ſee what broken reeds they rely upon, 
and upon what fandy foundations they build vaſt hopes , which with 
the leaſt puff of bis displeaſure fall to the ground. Then the hearts 
of foolich Nabals dic within them: and holy Davids drawn to com- 
fort themſelves in their God. Thus the Church forbidden ts 1ruſt 
in a friend, or thoſe moſt ncerly allyed , and finding the disappoyne- 
ment of ſuch adherence, reſolves / will look, unto the Lord. Micah, Je 
5+ 6,7. Thus the wife depending on her husband , when he is taken 
from her, and $he a deſolate widow rruſts im God, 1 Tim. 5. 5. Thus 
the child of whom we fay as Lamech , this ſame hall comfort us, being 
taken away , #hews us our folly , in reckoning fo long before hand, 
and on ſuch uncertainties. Theſe providences as well as the word calls 
to us, and faith, Aer not the wiſe man truſt and glory in his widow, 
ſeing unexſpected events daily confound the wiſeſt ; nor the frong man 
m his ſtrength, which every {icknes or ſinall accident deſtroys; nor the 
rich man m bi riches, which on a ſudden take ro themſelves wings & 
fly away out of his reach; nor busband and wife, parents and chil 
dren, friends and acquaintance in one another, which dic and perish 
we ſee daily : but all « the kwving God at all times, who « the only 
rock to be relyed on , all theſe being unſtable as water, the Father 
of mercies , when all theſe becom miſcrics, and the God of all comfort 
when theſe can yield us none at all. Jer. 9. 23. P{, 62.8. 2 Cor. 1. 3» 
3 This ſhewsus the necesſity of being allwaysready for death, and 
prepared for the death of ours , that we may not be ſurpriſed how 
ſuddenly foever cither $hall happen. The double example this day 
before us, fummons us to this duty : ſeing then we have loſt the 
com- 
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comfort of their lives, letsnor loleEhis benefit of their deaths. If the 
warnings of God's word hath not awakend us, ler theſe alarms of his pro- 
videncedoe it. All grant it neceſſary to provide for this great change 
of time with cternity : and yet how wofully is it for the moſt part ne- 
glected! Men are fo taken up with this world , eſpecially the health- 
tul, and thoſe that wallow in pleaſure and proſperity , that they have 
neither liſt nor leiſure to think ſeriously and prepare for the next. As 
if they were priviledged from the like ſtroke , and had a protetion 
from cdeath's arreſting them, or when it doth could bribe it off for ſome 
time , or make ſuch a covenant with hell, as will ſecure them. So 
great 15 the ſecurity and a—_— of moſt, that they regard not theſe 
warnings, nor think themſelves longer concernd , when once the fu- 
nerals are over. Therfore that we may make better uſe of them. 
| 1 Suppoſe the hke or worſe may befall thee or thine, whilſt fecure ſinners 
ſtill wppoſe the beſt. Not to disquyet thy felfe with groundles fears, 
but to prepare for all events of - : which are (o never the 
oronel but thou much fitter for them; unexpected crofles of all 
| others being the hardheſt born. Say then, what befalls others may 
befall me allſo , by this ſuppoſition as a proſpettive bring thy own and 
thy friends death neer thee, think of it frequently, and converſe with 
it familiarly , that fo neither may ſurprize thee. Exempt not thy 
ſclfe or thy Relations from that which frequently befalls others. How 
many arethe acute diſeaſes that quickly ſnap mans life afunder! How 
many the caſualties and accidents whereby men of all ranks and condi- 
tions have perisht in all ages and places unexſpettedly! * Toreckon 
thoſe recorded by authors, and known to our felves, would take up 
our whole time. 2 Flatter not thy (elf, tha: thou and thine $hall live 
long and die lexfurely. Oh the vain and decentul hopes that molt have 
of living {till on and on they know not how long ! The younger 
that have death on their backs think they muſt of courſe live wie 
aged; the old that have death before their faces, and gray hairs not only 
here and there upon them, but all over them , hope ſhll of holding 
out; yea whenſicknes 1s entred, anddeath ar the door, we (till hope 
that we or ours $hall eſcape with life. I have ſeldom mer with one 
© old, that hoped not to rub aut ſom you longer ; and never with 
anys 
® Plin. {. 7. & 43. de mortibus repentinis. Val, Max. |. 9. c. 12. 
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any, to whom their years paſt and to com did not ſeem of a different 
length. Looking backwards on many years palt , they count them 
but a short time , and uſually their work therein litle; but looking 
forwards on a tew before them, reckon them long, and what adeale 
of work rhey $hall doc therein; fo calily doe we Baive our ſelves in 
numbcring our days and meaſuring our work , that will not be de- 
ceived by others in any accompt that us of concernment, 3 Reckon 
life by days not years, fcing none know what hour the fon of man 
will com and call for them. Thus the beſt and wiſeſt of men recko- 
ned their hves, a+ F 1cob 1 Aoſes , Fob, Davidand Solomon. Gen, 47. v. 9. 
Pſ. 90. 14./ob 14. 5. P-3 9.5 Eceleſ. 8 15. This right numbering our 
days would make us apply our hearts to wildom 3; by improving our 
preſent time and opportunitics in the day of grace, cutting off our 
yan hopes of future uncertainties , and looking on every day as a 
new gite of God for his work Lam. 3.23- It Horace a heathen could 
fav, Omnem crede diem tir diluxiſſe ſupremun ; much more $hou!ld 
a Chriſtian bcheve and live every day as his laſt ; becauſe it may be 
ſo , and if it be not , it is more than aay one knows. Our Lord 
having wiſely and mercifully conceald both the time and place 
of our departure from us, that our hves might not be ſpent in conti- 
nual madnes, of mirth and vanity in our tormer, an of fears and 
melancholy in our later days; but might be rettrained trom fia, and 
quicknedro duty; not delaying our preparations for death, but living 
in a conſtant expectation thereof ; nor preluming of future time not 
in our power, but rightly improving our preſent, with our Apoltle 
dying daily, and as a good man faid , that of twenty years he had 
known no morrow. "This divine arithmetick of num ring our days 
Moſes and Darnd b:gd of God , and much more nced have we » to 
make our hearts (o fenſible of our frailty from thele examples, that we 
may get ready to follow; and may not be only unwilling to live, as 
many through the troubles of hife, but wilkag to dic , which grace 
only enables us to when prepared. 4 Set thele examples before thee 
ſ> as they may affect thy heart, and make ut reſtles till they be duly 
improved by ſcrious conſideration. "That when others are d:frojed 
from morning 16 evening , or every hour of the day ,, it maynothbe wxh- 
out any regarding it. J1b. 4, 20. Say , how ſoon may this befall me 
or mine} How uncenain.isour time berez and how certain death and 
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eternity hereafter! How doe I _ whalſt ume flies and my glas 
perhaps ending and how hitle of that work don, which muſt be don , 
or I am loſt for ever! Am I fit to look death in the face, or ajult and 
holy God in judgment ? have I not delayed long enough allready , 
and is there not danger in theſe delays? Is my foul and eternal falvtion 
of ſo litle conſequence, that my heart Should (hill deceive me in dis- 
regarding them? Is it not wiſdom to doe that frit that 1s of greateſt con- 
ſequence and neceſſity ? Is not all my time litle enough, tor fo great a 
work as preparing for eternity, and $hall Loſe more? Have ſo many 
of God's ſervants that have taken ſo much pains fo long time in Religion 
faſting , weeping, praying, hcaring &c. confcſt etemſelves unready 
for death , what $hall 1 be that have don fo litle? How dismal will 
death be ro me, if no better prepared for it > Will Chrift ſtay any more 
for me then he did for the footish virgins? was itnot only they that were 
ready that entred in with hum ? Or will he when once the door of mer 

is shut , open it for me alone? No, nvs Icannotexipettit, and 
therfore will take lis counſel , and warch not knowing the day or bour 
wherem bs cometh, 5 Make lure to be habitually preparcd at lealt for 
death , by being reconciled ro God through Chnit. Acquaine ther- 
fore thy felt with him and be at peace : and take heed of living in that 
ſtate , wherein thou wouldlt be loth to die. Seeto the ſoundnes of thy 
repentance towards God,” and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
ſincerity of thy obedience; as ever thou meanelt to ſecure the better 
part thy ſoule, and thy future happincs in eternity. And labor after 
allurancc , that when this carthly houſe of thy tabernacle is &ſlolved , 
thou haſt an houſe cternal in the heavens, as cver thou delirett ro die 
comfortably, The want of this makes denth fo diſmal, to thoſe that 
are ſenſible what it is to die. How many that hve under the Goſpel 
and know no morethan the heathen Adr:an whither they $hall goe at their 
death , is lamentable to contider. Get thy (elf allſo as much as poslible 
actually prepared , by keeping up thy aflurance , evenning thy acco* 
unts daily with God, walking with him as Enoch, having thy conver- 
ſation in heaven whilſt on earth, and thy fellowship with the Father 
and his ſon Jelus Chriſt : fo shall death never ſurprize thee, or affright 
thee , much leſs hurt thee; changing only thy place , not thy company, 
opening the door for thy entrance into life,and being ever with the 


which then thou wilt find bejond all thy preſent taith and hopes, mn- 
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fmitly better than being in this world. Laſtly prepare allſo for thy Re- 
lations leaving thee. Our ſeldom thmking of this before hand , makes 
it difficult for us to beare. Be ſenſible of and thankſul for God's gr- 
ving and continuing them to thee , ſeeing he denies them fom , and 
takes them from others: uſe them as his Iett hand blesfings , but enjoy 
them not as thy portion:depend on him for comfort from them, & relgne 
them to hum from whom thou received(t them: doe thyduty towards them 
whilſt thou haſt them , fo ſhalt thou have comfort when thou loſeſt them. 


4 Let this caution us from rash cenſuring and judging of theſe kind of 


providences: fecing in the text God $ taking away unexpectedly a good 
Rachel from Jacob one of Is belt ſervants « Not the juft and holy 
God for them : In denying himand his providence, wir hthe Athealts, 
Who iccing often the vileſt ot men ſpared, as D:1g-rar did aperjurd 

ſon ; and better taken away , as Corra his friend Dra'ns, andOvid his 
Tibulles , open their mouths againſt heaven , in denying «a God and 
his providence in the world. Or 2 in judging hun unjult and crucl. 
For he delights nor indeath as it 15 the deſtruction of his creature, but 
aS1t 1s the exerciſing of judoment and righteonmes m the earih. /er. 9. 24. 
His works are wondrous, that though a wiſe man 25 Solomon think t0 
know them , yet hall be not be able Eceldſe$. 17. The molt mquinive 
run but into a labarynth, wherem they loſe themſeves ar laſt. For 
how can we poslibly be able tojudg of his proceedings, whoare wholy 
ignorant of the grounds of them ? It is God only that knows mens 
mtentions, and his own deſigns that he hath to accomplish, and all the 
hnks in the chaine of providence : fo that where he manifeſts not thele, 
wearcinthedark, and incompetent judgcs. Our profoundly learned 
Contry-man Bradwardine ® hath a remarhable ſtory to this purpole , 
of adevout man tempred to blaſpheme providence, to whom God ſent 
an angel in humane $hape, that commanded him to foilow him. And 
leads im tothe houſe of a good man , whoentertaind them very kindly 
that night : from whom he ſecretly took a cup he valewed highly ; and 
pong thence to a wicked mans houſe the ſecond night, who treated 
them not ſo well, gives him the cup at their departure. Having been 
the third night moſt curteously entertaind ,in the morning he threw the 
mans ſervant off a bridge and drowns him ; and coming the fourth 
night to an honeſt man that made them heartily welcom , flew 


hs 
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his litle fon that cryed , and fatter them not to fleep. Then 
he acquaints his follower why he did theſe to ſtrange things , tay 

ing he was ſent of God to fatisfy him. I took the cup (taith he) 
from the firſt a good man for his good, becauſe he lov'd it too 
much: and gave it tlic Kcond a bad man , that he might receive 
tis reward at preſent : I drowned the ſervant of the third becauſe 
he had reſolved the next day to flay his maſter , whom [I preſerved 
from death, and his ſervant from committing murder, that he might 
be leſs punishe in hell : The fourth beforc he had a fon and heir 
was very charitable , and after grew penurious , thertore 1 took 
away the caule of his coverousnes , and conveyd his fons foul to 
paradiſe” So truc ws that of the Pſalmiſt Thy rgbteonmes i lkg the 
great mountams ; thy jud_ments are 4 great deep. T by foot ſteps are not 
known, and therfore cannot be rraced by us poor ignorant mortals 
Pj; 36. 6. and 77. 19. Nor 3 mult we judge, _ we ce the 
nghteous and wicked taken alike away , that God's Providence 
goes blindfold to work (as the Heathen think the fates doe} and 
(weeps away one and another hand over head : for fo we $hall nei- 
ther cye God in , nor make a right ule of his dealings with us. We 
cannot indeed make or diſcern the difference , as to us ficknes and 
ſword devours one as well as another : bur this 15 /llacia [enſus, 
both ſcnpture and reaſon teaches us, that there is a very particular 
direction in all that befa!ls us from the hand of God. Every diſcaſe 
that happens , every bullet that flies , every wave of the ſea, and 
every Caſualty have their commiſhon from God , before they can 
touch or deſtroy any. It a ſparrow fal': not on the ground without 
him + much leis a mans bfe : and if ths very hairs of our brad are 
all numbred,much more our days are lo & determine l, Math. 10. 29, 30. 
Fob. 7.1-and 14. 5, 14. Prov. 16.33. Nor wy muſt we wagin, 
that rightcousnces will exempt us trom fudden deſtruction in com- 
mon calamities wh the wicked. As Abraham tcems to judge in his 
pR—__ for Sodom, Gen. 18.23, 24, 25- For tho God will rather 
ſpare the wicked for the righteous fake, as he there declares ; and in 
extraordinary caſes where he hath po his particular promiſe doth fo, 
as God gave Pas! all that tailed with hum Att. 27. and makes aciltin- 
tion » a5 Exch 9. 4+ 5, 6. Afal. 3+ 17, 18 yet in ordinary it wnot fo, 
but the green and dry tree , denoting as it follows , the rightcoms __ 
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the wicked pensh together Erzck, - 47. and 21-3. And no won« 
der, for uſally the good are infefted with, or one way or other guilty 
of the ſins of the times and places where they live , and if they partake 
m ſins its reaſonable they allſo partake mm plagues. Rev, 18.4. Or 
if not, yct being mixt with the wicked , in an ordinary way it can* 
not be otherwiſe, as expenence shews us in wars , famin, peſhlence, 
inundations , $Shipwracks and the like. Eſpecially earth-quakes, 
whercin many cities have been wholy ſwallowed up, and many with 
the inhabitants in a great pate deſtroyed, the hiſtories whereot would 
fill a volum. Paſling thoſe of old, 12 citics of Aa fay Plhny and Tas 
cites, 13 faith Exſebres in our Saviors dares in one night : Coloſs, La- 
odicea, & Hierapolis inthe year 63. 3 in Cprein 77. 4 1n Aſia and 2, 
in Greece 1n 105, 3 1n Galatiam log. Antrch, Nicomedia » and Nice 
ſeveral times. MNicopolrs and Ceſarea in 128. Smyrna allſo and Corimch 
afterwards and 10 in Crete mn one year , ſo 20 1n Germany in later times 
(beſides many others, theſe being ſufticent for my purpoſe) in moſt 
of which multitudes of Chniſtans as well as others perisht. And as 
God takes them away as he ſees good (Exh. 16. 50) fo when fom are 
extraordinarily delivered, thatsallſo aſcnbed to his ſoveraignty , and 
befalls the wicked as vel as the righteous , as ſcripture shews us, / 
have everthrown ſome of you , as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah 
and ye were as a firebrand pluck! out of the burning , yet have ye not re- 
tumnd wnto me ſauh the Lord. Amos. 4. 11. So that the experience of 
all ages verifies Salomon'; words z which ate interpretative not exclu- 
ſive of providence ; and ſhews how things goe ordmanly under its 
conduct, when he faith all things come alike to all , there 11 one event 
to th: righteons and to the wikh d, Eccleſ, 9. 2» The fame manner 
of afflictions and death materially befalling the one as the other. 
By which unſceming providence God ſecures his people from the rage 
and malice of Sathan and wicked men in this world , which would 
not be habitable for fants, if they were certunly known 3 and keeps 
off the ſcandal of Religion , none knowing who arc ſincere or only 
hypocnrical ; and mens coming to him for baſe ends, whereby we 
Should have more profeſſors but worſe Chrniſhans. It being futh- 
cent for his people's ſecurity , that he knows them perfe&tly , and 
makes a difference between them and the wicked of the world, im 
the ſame providence where we can make none; in his fatherly aftec- 
ton 
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tion to them therein, in his ntenion direction and ordermg thereof 
for their good, and im his dluing all in therr etcrnal falvation. 2 As 
we muſt not judge amis of Gods proceedings , © neither muſt we 
rashly judg of thoſe fo taken away. Either of the canſe (like the 
Barbarians that judged the Apoſte Paul a murderer from the vi 
faſtning on his hand , thinking he would fall dowa dead ſuddenly) 
of which I have ſpoken in the reaſons: or of their eternal ſtate and 
condition, For if the life be good, no manner of death is bad: and 
if the life be bad the death is ſeldom good: no evil of punishment but 
only of fin abatcs Go.1's fatherly affection to his children , but rather 
increaſes it 3 or any way lefiens their intereſt in bis favor : wines 
Abel and all the Prophers to Zacharias fla between the Temple and 
alrar, Stephen and all the Apoltles and Martyrs , and beſt of men in 
all ages. I know but one place of ſcripture that looks like judging 
mens cternal ſtate by remporal ju.igments, and that is of Sodom and Go. 
morrah and the cittes about them ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire , 
Jude. 79. Whach yet 15not meant of the next world m hell (tho being 
the worſt we read of, and not ten nghtcous amongit them are 
damned moſt of them, as Chriſt that knew intimates , when he fanh 
Math. 11. tshall be more tolerable for them than Coratin at the day of jud- 
ement, the degree implying the kind) but only the duration of the 
judgment in this world , and as an emblem of the day of judgment 
when God shal bring a d:/wwarm xn us Srenens calls it, or rain hell 
out of heaven upon the world that now 15, and of the pumshment of the 
wicked, as the Pfalmiſt alluding therto tells us hrs 1b.ul be 1b: pornon of 
their cup P/.11.6. Learne we then to goe no further than fcr , 
that ſpeaks ſparingly of mens eternal ſtare , and never that I know of 
concludes damnation from God's punushments here, but aliways from 
mens ſins unrepented of : an.! let us make no concluhons upon tuch 
falſe grounds, nor preſume to aſcend Chriſts tnbunal in condemning 
any to eternal punisghments. Fererrzz and others aretoo boldin afſerti 
all the old world that were drown-d except intants were dainned For nor 
to mention their number, that world in all probability being as 

lous as the preſent , and granting thegracrelay wee, even of the ſons 


of God that had corrupted their ways; yet only inde- 
finitly , it is-not for us to make x unwverfal thar all » or that 


nenc repented upon the fiood's approaching, alibar God only c{tablubr 
co- 
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covenant with Noah and his family , as afterwards with Abrahaw and 
his, as the beſt intheir generations. Nor laſtly muſt we cenſure the 
Relations of any ſuddenly raken away, as if it were for ſom extraor- 
dinary fins that God fo deals with them. Which was the fault of F-#'z 
three friends. For the devil whom God ordinarily reſtrains of his wall 
more than wicked men (in regard of his great malice and power, and 
his being n rermms or condermnd,, tho not fully executed 3 whereas 
men arc here only m v4 or probationers i reference to their turture 
judgment) having accuſed /ob taifly , and being by God extraordinari- 
ly permitted his pleaſure on all he hath, for the tryal and exerciſe of rhis 
A rs champion : begins with his eſtate, knowing /ob would have va- 
lewed that lels if he had before loſt his children ; then deſtroys them 
allſo ſuddenly , ſparing the wife that was in his power, whoit should 
ſeem was none ofthe beſt , for his ſecond in this combat. And his 
friends knowing theſe things and ſceing his bodily ſufferings allioto be 
very great (allth6 the loſs of his children ſeems his greateſt outward 
affliction, his perſonal being greater in his inward troubles of fpint 
than bodily , for tho he was greivouſly fore and pained , yet not 
heart-fick or m dainger of death) they in ſtead of comforting him , 
add affliction tothe atHifted , cenſure him as unnghteons , and think 
to prove him fo by this argument, That hethat is ſorely afflicted of 
God 1s either an open ſinner or {ecret hypocrites this Fob denies, and 
disputes it with them, and Ehhbu moderates, derermining God's favor 
and affliftions ro be confiſtent 3 which God confirms, and shews his 
diſpleaſure againit the others. Let this example of theſe good men's 
cenſonousnes, keep us from playing the Criticks in ſuch cales, and to 
judge nothing before the time either of God or men rashly , leſt he deal 
with us after our folly : bur ſtay vill this duſt that blin.s us be blown 
out of our eyes, and then $hall we ſee clearly the reaſon of all , at 

the day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 2. 5+ 
5 For Application ro thoſe eſpecially concernd in the Joſs 
of their deare Relations , that they bear it Chniſtanly. 1 need 
lay the lefs of this , becauſe many have faid ſo much ; tho the 
practiſe of moſt is not an{werable, and eſpecially thoſe that are fur- 
prized. For the ſuddennes thereof diſcompolcs our minds , makes us it 
conſiderate, and laying afide the rule both of ſcripture and reaſon comply 
with preſent ſenſe ; quarelling with God, as /oneh for the loſs of bus 
guord , 
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| He {ray reg as the cauſe therect, 23-7; wife with 
of herſon, 1 King:17, Briefly therfore. 1 Eye God as the author 
and orderer of all that befalls us. His foyerainty, power, 
juſtice, wiſdom &c. in thekind, manner, meaſure, time and iflue of 
aflictions. David war damb in filence , id not bis mon:b in mur- 
muring or complaning , becauſe God dr4 it. Pl. 39. 9. Peter looks oaly 
at Chriſt's enemics, and quarrels , Chriſt at God and ſubmitsto death : 
the enp which my Farber hath git en me, thall I mot diink ie. F b.18, til If 
Epiftets s could fay, I have yielded my defiresto God ; how much mort 
Should we that arc Chnſhans 2 Re fenfible of thy fins, and deſerts 
for them : ſo willt thou more willingly accept , and better beare the pu» 
nishment of them. Mherfore dath a lroing man complain, 4 man for the 
prunithment of his ins? Lam. 3.39 7 will ar (be indignation of the 14 
becan'e I have fnned agamft him, faith the Church Aficah. 7.9. Thoſ 
complain molt that leaſt know themſelves and their fins. 3 Compare 
our ſufferings ſeveral ways, and we $hall fee (mall reaſon for impatience 
under them of what kind ſoever they be. As t with our fins. The Church 
complaind, there was no ſorrow lkg bers, yet af er acknowledges af 4 
the Lord's mercier , that we are not conſumed , an thou our God haſt pun. 
#1 leſj than our ines deſerve. Which true of the greatelt punish- 
ments on this ſide hell. For if we had our deſert, in [0 of weeping 
here for wives, or children, and as Rachel will not be comforted becauſe they 
are net ; we might be howling there in defpaire, in aſtateforever un- 
cable of the leaſt comfort. 2 With our enjoyments. Many merces 
for one «Miction : many fpiritual mercies, for one temporal affliction. 
3 With the ſuffering of others. What are any of ours to Fob; and ma- 
ny of God's beſt ſervants; whom he often (trips not of one only , but of 
moſt or all their earthly comforts at once. If all men or cfpecially 
God's peopleshould bring their miſeries together , and lay them in a 
common heap, none of us should have our share by much, 4 With 
the good we may gather by them. Asrofins, forthe diſcovering them 
tous; and makmg us fearch and try our wayes and turneagain to the 


Lord Forthe curing them 1n as: asſecunty, pride, h ihe, world- 

lmes, doring on creature comforts, ——Loa the means of 

grace, &c. And for the mg fm from us : Which atherwiſc 

we Should be apt to fall into, if —_— hedge up our way _ 
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rag anermop Pang mag ymer a -- AffiGhons being Aegan vs = 
ri and makefor the exerciſing, improving and quickening 

of them ; as ourfaith, = Ag yn me. expenence, humil- 
ty » heavenly-mindednes, prayer &c. And inregard of more commu- 
r1on with God here, and more glory in heaven hereafter. The loſs of 
friends is abundantly made up in more enjoyment of God : which his 
people experience frequently , who never enjoy him ſo much , as when 
they cnjoy the creature leaſt, May not Chrilt tay , am I not better then 
all theſe * Theſe all die away , but God and Chriſt remain the ſame. A 
good woman when her friends died , would often ſay ; well , however 
my God lives : at length her husband dying »he lamented bitterly , that 
her child askt her, Mother is your God dcad? at which $he took up, 
blaming her ſelf for her impatience. And the Apoſtle declares, T hat owr 
light affliftion which is but for a moment workeih for ws (not meritorn» 
ouſly , bur occalionaily and inſtrumentally when ſanctificd) 4 far more 
exceeding and eternal we ght of g'ory, 2 Cor. 4-17. 4 Let faith and par 
tence havetheir perfect workin you. Faith in God through Chrilt 
and the promiſes tor a holy uſe, and bleſled cftet of thele fad providen- 
ecs: it being He that trac be; you 10 profit by them , raking you part, & 11 of 
bu holines, and them to yield the peaceable frat of righteonmes. Patience 
to bear them aright , in a holy fubmiſſton and compliance with Gods 
mill, inthegremeſt croſncs of events, when you have rekoud comforts, 
and are arreſted with forrows. If the vertue of paticnce be as. Senecs 
faith, « ſalve for all ſears, much morethe grace: which th6-it make not 
miſcries none , yet keeps us from bemg miſerable by them. In our duty 
be ra 1er choice, we mult doe of neceſizy. Quarret nor 
re with God, for this is but like the wild and ignorant Indians, that 

Shoot their arrows at the fun , when it {corches them, which fall back 
upon their own heads. Nor repinc at his dealings ; for this will but dou- 
ble the affiction, not remedy it. Say not, I could beare any crols but 
this. For you doe but deceive your felt inthis plea for your impatience » 
being molt ſenſible of the preſent , having torgot former » and not know- 
ing or much regarding future z, as we are allways moſt ſenſible of the pre- 
ſent weather. And were it ſo as you thank, it nag” 7 ao; your 
own crofſes , no more than your comforts. Check your ſelves, and 
indulge not impatience; which diſcompoſes and unks you for your duzy 
both rowards God and men ;, aswe fee in /erab, whole prayers wn that. 
cubs 
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temper are nothing bue quarrelling with God. Be not (6 finfully ſeltizh 
a5 to wish them (0 much to their loſs as to be with you again: ' have 
finished ther courſe , paſt the fears and pangs ot death, left this trou- 
bleſom world, and got rid of their fins and Satan.s temptations , and 
crowned with nghteousnes in eternal life. Envy not the carly happines 
of thy wife, that is gon to a better husband; nor ofrhy child that 1s gon 
to his heavenly Father : Bur prepare thou to follow ; and be with 
Chriſt and them in heaven , where there will be no more parting. 
Now that God by the elouds garhcring fo thick and black us 
threatens us with a dreadful | —_ , we have reaſon to count them 
more than ordinary bleſt and happy , that are got-ſafe home to their 
father's houſe, and thole heavenly manſions, out- of the reach of men 
or devils, Gods {ſmoking us out of theſe houles of clay , by theſe par- 
ticular providencesallio, may and juſtly should make our eyes water ;. 
but not be flld with tears, or our hcarts with forrows too much, 
either in degree oy duration for thoſe gon beforc us; who might fayto us 
as Chriſt tothe daughters of. /eruſu/e»s , weep not for us but for your 
ſelves and your children, that arc left behind in the days a coming in a 
troubleljom world. 

And that none should ſorrow for this qur (iſter”, as others which have 
no hope, I nught «hew more largely , it 1 had known her longer, Who 
tho taken from us in an hour we thought not, yet we have reaſon to 
believe neither unthought of nor unprepared for by her : not only im re- 
_=_ of the hazardous condition she knew she was to pals thorow , but 
thetenure of her fe, which was vertuous and unblamable , her conver- 
fation having been anſwerable to her prous cducauon. The certainty of 
death and unccrtainty of the time is not more commonty taid, than abu- 
fed by the molt 3. who in {tcad ofbeing allways ready becauſe they know 
not the trme , arc leſs ready at all nmes ; but the godly wile have not fo 
learned Chriſt, who have been taught by him to watch, becauſe 
they know not what hour he will come. To ſpeak of that good-in her, 
which she held in common with all other Chriitans , 1s es. In theſe 
looſe and declining times $he kept her integrity : and was at more than 
ordinary | tor the injoyment of the publique oxdinances, both in 
feaſon and out of ſcaſog , as God afforded opportunity. How $should her 
early riſing to them , shame molt of us tor ourfloth ,. if we had any 
Shame in us. She redeemed the time un thele. evil days —_ 
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r convulfive. 7>.jrwny "a nc ns, nd (enſeles, 
bocame lef texnble ro her at leaſt, if it was-any tertor 4 
for a Chniſtian ſenGble of Gn, 4nd fururs judgement and 

19.4, noetobe ara to be dead, 1$.70 me ar argument of more 

faith in Chriſt: and more than moſt of w[nerw'y Ado 
rar to, can tfuly:lay; For tuch a one as Epicharmer 

who penther bebeves the 1 ers 

tare, ins, hy s nownnder ; xp 
joe Let's then comfort our ſelves, that 

ready , that at what hour ſocyer he thall-call for us, we 
= e our work to doe , and both fear deatvand ro be dead 7 
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